Violence  in  Sri  Lanka 
spurs  call  for  witness 
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IS  about  half  the  size  of  Georgia.  The  Ragans  work  with  the  Sri 
Ragan,  of  Toccoa.  Ga..  and  his  wife.  Lanka  Baptist  Society,  offering  a  sort 
Charlotte,  of  Louisville.  Ky..  are  the  of  mini-theological  program  of  18 
only  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  leadership  training  courses  to  Baptist 
living  in  Sri  Lanka  —  an  island  workers  and  laypeople.  The  Ragans 
formerly  known  as  Ceylon  off  the  were  missionaries  in  Singapore  and 
southeast  coast  of  India  A  bitter  Malaysia  for  18  years  before  coming 
rivalry  between  the  Buddhist  to  Sri  Lanka  in  1983 
Sinhalese  majority  and  the  Hindu  After  grow  ing  to  50  preaching  points. 
Tamils  has  existed  for  centuries,  and  churches.  Sri  Lanka  Baptists  saw- 
dating  from  the  Tamils'  migration  some  tough  times.  Ragan  said  But  ex- 
from  India  and  their  collision  with  the  citement  has  been  renewed,  and  now 
Sinhalese,  who  ruled  the  island.  the  society  claims  20  churches  and  11 
Assuming  that  the  people  who  died  outreach  points, 
were  an  average  mixture  of  Sri  Baptists'  new  life  is  evidenced  in 
Lanka’s  general  population,  which  is  part  by  spirited  participation  in  the 
only  about  five  percent  Christian.  *95  leadership  training  program  the 
percent  of  these  who  were  actually  Ragans  were  asked  to  implement 
killed  were  lost  people  "  or  non-  One  layman  plans  to  leave  a  respon- 
Christians.  Ragan  told  the  Baptist  sible  position  in  the  juvenile  court 
group,  which  included  one  "I^mil  cou-  system  to  tecome  a  full-time  Chris- 
ple.  “We  ought  to  be  more  urgent  in  tian  worker -He  has  three  teen-age 
our  seeking  to  bear  witness  to  people  daughters. 

all  around  us."  The  layman.  Kingsley  Perera.  is 

Ragan  was  referring  to  a  car  bomb  "giving  up  a  w  hole  lot.”  Ragan  said, 
that  exploded  during  commuter  rush  "Full-time  (Christian)  workers 
hour  April  21  at  a  bus  station  less  than  make  very  little,  but  he  feels  the  Lord 
a  mile  from  his  house  and  to  is  going  to  take  care  of  them,  and  so 
massacres  in  northern  Sri  Lanka  that  do  we."  During  Perera 's  first  course 
began  four  days  earlier.  He  said  113  in  leadership  training,  he  began  tak- 
people  died  in  the  bombing  and  130  ing  his  Bible  to -work  w  ith  him  and 
were  massacred.  Adding  government  presenting  the  gospel,  something  that 
retaliations.  Associated  Press  and  has  been  unusual  in  Sri  Lanka.  Ragan 
United  Press  International  reports  said. 

died  in  a  si.x-  .Martv  ('roll  writes  for  the  F.MR. 


Seminary  presidents  outline  hopes 


At  a  ne\^  conference,  presidents  of  the  six  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  seminaries  outline  their  hopes  for  the 
four-day  Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy.  Fielding 
reporters  questions  are,  from  left.  Russell  Dilday, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Roy  Honeycutt, 
Southern  Seminai^,  Louisville.  Ky.;  Landrum  Leavell,  New 


Orleans  Seminary,  New  Orleans;  Milton  Ferguson, 
Midwestern  Seminary.  Kansas  City.  Mo.;  William  Crews, 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley.  Calif.;  and  Randall 
Lolley,  Southeastern  Seminary.  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  (Article 
on  page  3.)  (Photo  by  John  McTyre)  90UI94RM 


teen  suicide? 


uaptist  worsnippers  slam 
in  persecution  in  Mexico 


By  David  Wilkinson 

CHARLOTTE.  N.C.  (BP)  —  Teenage  suicide  is  not  He  emphasized  the  need  for  “significant  adult  relation- 
primarily  a  teenage  problem  or  even  a  family  problem,  ships,”  stressing.  “It  takes  more  than  two  adults  today 
but  “a  crisis  of  society,”  a  family  counselor  told  a  to  raise  one  healthy  child." 

Southern  Baptist  seminar  on  family  issues.  ^ u  j  -4  .. 

,  .  rw  D  _  „  c  41.  o  4-  .  1  r  Baucom  pointed  out  teenagers  who  dont  attempt 

John  Q.  Baucom.  a  Southern  Baptist  layman  from  4i™.„  ..i... i.-  i  -r-  4  j  u 

Chattan^a  Tbnn  who  has  written  and  sMken'exten  suicide  are  those  who  enjoy  multiple,  significant  adult 
(.naitano^a,  lenn.,  who  nas  wntten  and  spoken  exten  relationships.”  who  are  integrated  into  society  and  who 

sively  on  t^nage  su^ide,  sa>d  t^y  s  children  are  grow-  ^  highdegree  of  selfn^teem. 
ing  up  in  ^  hurried  society  filled  with  pressure  yet  -  ^ 

‘generally  absent  of  significant  adult  relationships.”  He  suggested  several  steps  to  parents  to  help  “suicide 
Baucom  addressed  the  annual  seminar  of  the  Southern  proof”  their  children : 

Baptist  Christian  Life  (Commission  held  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  —  Accept  the  children  unconditionally.  “This  doesn't 
The  hurried  society,  where  “the  value  is  hurry  up  and  mean  you  praise  the  child  for  everything,  but  that  you 
grow  up.”  is  a  society  created  by  adults  that  thrusts  that  accept  the  'behaver,*  not  necessarily  the  behavior.” 
value  upon  children,  Baucom  said.  —  Demonstrate  love  through  concrete  action.  "Do 

The  problem  is  that  children  can  be  “hurried  up”  things  that  are  caring.  And  do  things  with  intensity.  We've 
physically  and  intellectually  but  not  emotionally,  he  said,  got  tough  competition  out  there  for  the  attention  of  our 
That  kind  of  environment,  he  said,  builds  anxiety  and  children." 
stress  while  sapping  self-esteem.  The  consequences  are  —  Communicate.  “Keep  the  channels  of  communica- 
often  destructive,  and  can  include  suicide.  tion  open.  Make  it  safe  for  your  child  to  communicate 

Baucom  said  that  in  1966  more  than  2  million  teenagers  with  you  about  anything.” 
attempted  suicide  —  6,300  of  whom  died.  Both  figures,  —  Don’t  push.  “Children  today  have  enough' stress, 

he  added,  are  expected  to  rise  this  year.  Don’t  push  for  grades.  After  all,  what’s  a  grade  worth?” 

The  key  to  coping  with  the  growing  crisis  is  the  car-  —  Respect  each  child  as  an  individual, 

ing  involvement  of  adults  in  the  daily  lives  of  children  —  Find  time  to  spend  with  your  child.  “If  I  invest  quan 

and  youths,  he  said,  noting  adults  —  including  parents  tity  time  in  a  child,  I  will  eventually  get  quality  time.” 
—  “just  aren’t  as  available  to  children  as  they  need  to  be”  David  Wilkinson  works  for  Southern  Seminary. 


SANTIAGO  ATITLAN  MIXE,  Mex-  Mixe.  About  10  of  them  are  being 
ico  (BP)  —  Three  people  have  been  sheltered  in  First  Baptist  Church  of 
killed  in  religious  persecution  in  this  Oaxaca.  The  refugees  fear  others  at- 
mountain  village  in  southern  Mexico,  tempting  to  flee  the  village  have  been 
The  victims,  according  to  one  ac-  arrested, 
count,  had  been  worshipping  at  a  The  strife  began  the  last  week  of 
small  Baptist  mission  and  were  in  the  March.  Esteban  Lorenzo,  a  Mexican 
process  of  becoming  members.  Baptist  missionary  supported  by  the 
A  newspaper  in  the  city  of  Oaxaca  Oaxaca  Baptist  Association,  had  led 
reported  April  9  that  the  killings,  Bible  studies  in  the  village  March  23 
which  took  place  April  1,  were  “at  the  and  24.  On  March  25,  police  entered 
hands  of  the  municipal  authorities”  of  the  meeting  and  arrested  Lorenzo  and 
Santiago  Atitlan  Mixe.  The  article,  several  members  of  the  Baptist 
titled  “The  Holy  War  Collects  Three  mission. 

More  Victims,”  also  said  28  adults  and  Lorenzo  was  released  from  custody 
11  children  were  in  prison  because  of  April  5,  after  being  beaten  and  forc- 
persecution.  ed  to  sign  a  document  stating  that  he 

Killed  were  Terencio  Vasquez  would  never  return  to  the  village. 
Silverio,  Martiniano  Martinez  and  Ab-  He  subsequently  obtained  an  order 
don  Julian  Baltazar.  No  information  from  government  authorities  in  a 
was  available  about  their  ages  or  per-  nearby  town  for  the  release  of  the 
sonal  backgrounds.  others.  When  he  returned  to  Santiago 

Several  members  of  the  Baptist  Atitlan  Mixe,  he  was  not  allowed  to 
mission  have  fled  Santiago  Atitlan  enter  the  village . 
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Editorials  .  .  ■  by  Don  McGregor 
Senior  adult  inspiration 


Don’t  mess  with  us 


Spending  three  days  with  13,000 
senior  adults  from  all  across  the  na¬ 
tion  recently  was  an  inspiring  ex¬ 
perience  for  me.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
I  identify  with  that  group  in  more 
ways  than  one  that  it  was  so,  but  I 
thoroughly  enjoyed  it. 

In  the  first  place,  my  age,  though 
just  a  bit  short  of  retirement,  fits  in¬ 
to  the  senior  adult  category.  In  the  se¬ 
cond  place,  I  ran  across  some  friends 
of  very  long  standing  while  I  was 
there.  Jack  Gulledge,  the  editor  of 
Mature  Living,  the  senior  adult 
magazine,  was  a  young  preacher  just 
getting  started  in  my  father’s  associa¬ 
tion  ( my  father  was  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  )  when  I  first  ran  across  him  at 
least  30  years  ago.  I  enjoyed  a  visit 
with  him  and  wish  I’d  had  more  time. 

Kermit  King  and  I  have  kept  this 
quiet.  Neither  of  us  has  wanted  to 
plague  the  other  with  it,  but  we  are 
fifth  cousins  —  or  something  like  that. 
We  had  a  common  great-great  grand¬ 
father.  His  mother  was  a  McGregor 
from  McMinnville,  Tenn.,  where  my 
grandfather  grew  up.  Kermit  and  I 
had  an  occasion  to  visit  briefly.  There 
were  no  long  visits  with  anyone.  It  was 
a  busy  time.  Kermit,  the  Church 
Training  director  in  Mississippi  before 
he  retired,  is  now  working  with  the 
Senior  Adult  Section  of  the  Family 
Ministry  Department  of  the  SBC  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 

I  have  known  Horace  Kerr  since  I 
moved  to  Mississippi  12‘2  years  ago. 
He  was  recording  secretary  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at  that 
point,  so  we  conferred  in  many  mat¬ 
ters  as  I  covered  convention  sessions. 

Horace  is  now  the  manager  for  the 
Senior  Adult  Section.  His  small  group 
of  folks  did  an  amazing  job  in  work¬ 
ing  out  the  program  and  handling  the 
logistics  on  the  convention.  He  is  a 
native  of  Louisville.  Miss.  I  had  very 
little  time  to  talk  to  Horace,  but  did 
work  in  a  cup  of  coffee  with  him.  He 
and  his  crew  are  to  be  congratulated. 

I  got  acquainted  for  the  first  time 
with  two  consultants  in  the  Senior 
Adult  Section.  Sam  Satterfield  and 
Bill  Howse.  as  we  ate  together  one 
night.  Satterfield  was  the  one  most 
responsible  for  looking  after  the 
details  of  the  convention.  My  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Howse  family  goes  back 
many,  many  years;  for  his  father  was 
education  director  in  the  church 
where  my  family  attended  when  my 
father  was  studying  for  the  ministry. 
I  was  about  five  years  old.  Finally, 
when  1  got  to  the  seminary  and  was 
studying  religious  education,  the 
father  was  on  the  faculty  there.  1  ex¬ 
plained  to  Bill,  when  the  Baptist  Stan¬ 
dard.  the  Texas  Baptist  paper,  offered 
me  a  job.  I  asked  Dr.  Howse  what  he 
thought  about  it.  He  advised  me  to 
stay  in  the  seminary.  I  didn't  take  his 
advice  and  have  never  been  soriy  that 
I  didn't.  Bill  and  I  had  a  chance  to 


chuckle  over  that. 

And.  of  course,  the  two  Mississip- 
pians  who  stole  the  hearts  of  the  con¬ 
vention  goers  were  there.  They  were 
Jerry  Glower,  the  dedicated  Baptist 
layman  from  'Vazoo  City  who  is  a 
radio  and  television  star  and  member 
of  the  Grand  Ole  Opry,  and  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record’s  own  Irene  Martin,  an 
entertainment  personality  in  her  own 
right  and  a  pianist  of  ability  that  is 
seldom  matched. 

But  in  paying  tribute  to  people  in¬ 
volved  in  the  convention,  the  senior 
adults  themselves  would  have  to  be 
applauded.  It  is  an  inspiration  to  be 
around  them.  Of  course,  with  13,000  of 
them  in  attendance,  one  cannot  talk 
to  a  very  big  slice  of  the  group;  but 
it  was  nice  to  find  a  few  to  chat  with. 
One  night,  sitting  at  the  press  table, 
I  found  that  I  was  needed  to  explain 
to  a  blind  lady  what  was  going  on,  in¬ 
cluding  a  description  of  the  clothes 
some  of  the  program  personalities 
were  wearing.  That  was  the  night  of 
the  Jerry  Glower  address,  and  he  was 
wearing  his  bright  red  western  suit. 
Irene  Martin  was  wearing  a  western 
dress  embroidered  with  yellow  roses 
with  green  leaves  and  stems.  The 
blind  lady  had  heard  the  people 
around  her  telling  about  it. 

Since  she  was  not  from  Texas,  I  am 
not  sure  she  realized  the  impact  that 
the  song,  “The  Yellow  Rose  of  Texas," 
has  on  residents  of  my  native  state. 
The  convention  was  in  Fort  Worth. 
There  is  some  indication  that  the  song 
had  its  beginning  following  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto  in  1836.  when  Tfexas  won 
its  independence  from  Mexico. 
Legend  has  it  that  the  Mexican 
general,  Santa  Anna,  was  distracted 
somewhat  just  before  the  battle  by  a 
young  lady  who  was  known  as  the 
yellow  rose  of  Texas.  That  was  the  on¬ 
ly  battle  Texas  won  in  its  bid  for  in¬ 
dependence.  but  it  was  all  that  was 
ne^ed. 

Anyway,  it  was  a  joy  to  visit  with  the 
senior  adults.  I  suppose  as  I  sat  at  the 
press  table.  I  looked  as  if  I  had  some 
measure  of  authority.  A  distraught 
choir  member  came  along  to  tell  me 
that  she  had  lost  the  green  ribbon  that 
identified  her  as  a  choir  member.  Of 
course,  she  could  have  been  a  part  of 
the  choir  without  it.  but  I  imagine  she 
wanted  it  as  a  souvenir.  So  I  took  steps 
to  see  if  I  could  help  her  find  a 
replacement.  We  finally  zeroed  in  on 
Sam  Satterfield,  and  he  told'  her 
where  to  find  one. 

As  a  group,  the  senior  adults  were 
a  delight  to  watch.  They  have  univer¬ 
sal  good  humor  and  are  very  patient 
with  the  matters  that  usually  ag¬ 
gravate  convention  goers,  such  as 
standing  in  serving  lines  for  long 
periods.  As  they  stand,  they  just  go 
ahead  and  enjoy  being  together. 

They  came  to  the  convention  and 
stayed.  The  largest  crowd  was  on 
Monday  evening,  but  the  Wednesday 


morning  session  was  very  well  attend¬ 
ed.  They  were  in  attendance  at  the 
sessions,  and  they  sang  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  conviction. 

The  Senior  Adult  Section  plowed  a 
new  furrow  when  it  staged  this  con¬ 
vention.  It  was  a  historic  event.  It  was 
the  first  Baptist  senior  adult  conven¬ 
tion  ever.  And  the  people  came  from 
all  over  the  nation.  If  I  got  the 
message  right,  there  were  only  two 
states  not  represented. 

The  Senior  Adult  Section  may  have 
a  bear  by  the  tail.  It  is  going  to  have 
to  do  this  again,  and  indeed  the  staff 
members  will  be  studying  ways  that 
it  can  be  done  again.  For  such  a  small 
staff,  an  undertaking  such  as  this 
takes  an  enormous  effort.  So  it  cannot 
be  an  annual  "event.  Five  years, 
however,  is  too  long  to  wait.  The  staff 
realizes  that  most  of  those  who  at¬ 
tended  this  year’s  convention  will 
want  to  go  again.  They  can’t  wait  too 
long.  It  would  be  ho[^  that  such  a 
convention  could  be  staged  every  se¬ 
cond  year. 

This  indeed  may  have  been  the 
most  significant  meeting  ever  held 
among  Southern  Baptists.  Until 
recently,  senior  adults  had  almost 
been  a  forgotten  category.  Now  they 
comprise  the  fastest  growing  group 


I  spent  a  few  days  in  the  Dallas  area 
on  vacation  visiting  with  children,  and 
then  drove  to  Fort  Worth  to  attend  the 
first  nationwide  senior  adult  conven¬ 
tion  for  Southern  Baptists.  Then  I 
drove  back  to  Jackson. 

So  I  had  occasion  to  see  a  lot  of 
highway  miles  in  Texas  during  the 
time  I  was  there. 

Something  impressed  me.  Texas 
highways  are  generally  clear  of  litter. 

There  are  penalties  for  littering  the 
roadside  in  Texas  just  as  there  are  in 
Mississippi,  but  that  is  not  the  reason 
for  the  freedom  from  litter.  And,  sad¬ 
ly,  the  reason  for  the  freedom  from  lit¬ 
ter  is  not  that  there  is  none  left  by 
motorists.  The  fact  is  that  in  Texas  a 
program  for  cleaning  up  the  mess  is 
paying  off. 

From  time  to  time  a  motorist  will 
see  a  sign  that  says,  “Adopt  a 
Highway.”  The  driver  might  wonder 
what  that  means  until  another  sign  is 

spotted  Xhat  says,  ‘The  next _ 

miles  of  this  highway  are  being  kept 

clean  by _ Many  times  it  is  the 

name  of  a  church  that  is  listed  in  the 

among  us. 

They  have  the  time  and  the  money 
to  do  things  that  they  want  to  do.  They 
enjoy  traveling  and  meeting  with 
other  senior  adults. 

They  will  be  wanting  to  have  more 
conventions. 

There  is  one  thing  about  senior 
adults.  They  are  insistent. 


Old  literature  helps 
youth  begin  new  life 


IRINGA,  Tanzania  (BP)  —  An  old 
Sunday  school  quarterly,  pulled  from 
the  shelf  to  be  used  to  roll  marijuana 
cigarettes,  challenged  a  young  Ihnza- 
nian  man  to  rethink  the  life  he  was 
living. 

Today  is  preparing  to  preach  the 
same  gospel  that  so  unexpectedly  con¬ 
fronted  him. 

Keith  Oliphint,  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  from  Texas  now  living  in 
Iringa,  Ihnzania,  wrote  the  literature 
while  he  was  working  in  Mbeya,  Tan¬ 
zania.  Last  winter  he  got  a  puzzling 
letter  from  a  man  he  knew  as  “Gib¬ 
bons”  asking  his  advice  on  how  to 
prepare  to  be  a  preacher,  urging, 
“Please  help  me  like  you  helped  me 
the  first  time.” 


Oliphint  couldn’t  remember  a  first 
time.  And  he  had  not  seen  or  heard 
from  Gibbons  for  years. 

A  second  letter  filled  in  the  gaps. 
After  the  Oliphints  left  Mbeya,  Gib-  ' 
bons  had  left  the  church  and  begun 
living  a  life  of  alcohol  and  drugs. 

One  day  while  searching  his  father’s 
bookshelf  for  paper  to  roll  marijuana 
cigarettes  he  came  across  the 
quarterly.  He  recognized  Oliphint’s 
name  and  decided  to  read  “A  New 
Person.” 

After  reading  the  quarterly.  Gib¬ 
bons  “gave  his  heart  and  life  to  Jesus 
as  Lord  so  that  he  also  could  be  a  new 
person.”  returned  to  church  and  is 
now  a  leader  in  his  church’s  youth 
group.  Oliphint  reported. 


ne  5ir,  waul4  you  Kmove 

your  ln*+  wk;4e  yw/  in  sonctuory? 
Tht  people  bekmi  you  cnrmojt  lee 
+jf>«  preetker! 


Th©  contmumg  adventures  of... 

Rev.  R.U.  GOING, 

by  Ker-ry  Jackson 
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space  noting  who  has  accepted  the 
responsibility  for  keeping  that  stretch 
of  highway  clean. 

Texas  has  a  highway  slogan  that 
says,  “Don’t  Mess  with  Texas.”  That 
sounds  fine  and  is  intended  to  have 
somewhat  of  an  ominous  ring  to  it. 
One  would  expect  to  see  an  “or  else” 
following  the  notation.  It  is  an  attempt 
to  enlist  the  help  of  people  in  keeping 
the  highways  clean. 

It  would  sound  better  and  have  an 
alliterative  sound  to  it  to  say,  “Don’t 
Mess  with  Mississippi.”  Texas 
wouldn’t  mind  our  borrowing  that 
slogan  if  it  served  a  good  purpose.  'Ac¬ 
tually,  it  would  go  well  in  all  states. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  program  of 
adopting  a  stretch  of  highway  is  a 
good  one.  Baptist  churches  in  this 
state  could  keep  the  major  highways 
clear  of  litter  if  they  would  become  in¬ 
terested  in  doing  it.  The  effort  would 
more  than  pay  off  in  increased  pride 
in  the  state  and  increased  pride  in  the 
part  played  in  keeping  it  clean. 

There  is  nobody  to  tell  the  churches 
to  do  this.  They  must  decide  to  do  it 
on  their  own. 

The  idea  of  the  official  adoption  of 
a  stretch  of  highway,  of  course,  would 
take  legislative  action;  and  we  call  on 
the  Legislature  to  put  that  program 
into  action  at  the  next  session.  But 
churches  can  go  to  work  now.  That 
would  give  the  Legislature  a  tiudge  for 
establishing  the  adoption  program. 

As  noted  in  an  earlier  editorial  on 
the  same  subject,  however,  there  are 
many  miles  of  beautiful  country  roads 
that  the  church  might  not  think  about 
as  it  was  working  out  its  program  for 
cleanliness.  This  is  a  pleb  to 
remember  these  rural  roads  as  the 
assignments  are  being  made.  Most  of 
the  trash  seems  to  wind  up  on  these 
roads.  -For  some  reason,  motorists 
don’t  throw  their  fast  food  boxes  out 
of  their  car  windows  as  often  on  the 
interstate  highways  as  their  do  along 
cbuntry  lanes.  The  reason  for  this  is 
a  mystery. 

So  the  country  roads  need  as  much 
or  more  attention  as  the  intersttes. 
And,  who  knows,  a  program  to  clean 
up  the  highways  and  roadsides  might 
result  in  less  trash  being  tossed  out. 

To  get  the  job  done  and  keep  it  done 
wilTtake  organized  and  concerted  ac¬ 
tion.  The  Baptist  Record  plans  to 
maintain  a  report  of  developments  so 
that  citizens  may  be  able  to  be  aware 
of  the  progress  being  made. 

Let’s  be  sure  there  is  progress  to 
report. 


■  ^ecorb 

VOLUME  111  (ISSN-<X)05-5778)  NUMBER  14 

Published  weekly  except  weeks  of  July  4  and  Christmas.  Subscrip¬ 
tion  $735  a  year  payable  in  advance.  Second  class  postage  paid  at 
Jackson.  Mississippi  The  Baptist  Record  is  a  member  of  Southern 
Baptist  Press  Association 


Editor 

Associate  Editor 
Assistant  Editor 
Advertising  Coordinator 
Editorial  Assistant 
Circulation  Assistant 
Financial  Records 
Computer  Operator 


....  Don  McGreror 

. Tim  Nicholas 

Anne  McWilliams 
.  .  Evelyn  Keyes 
Florence  Larrimore 
Renee  Walley 
Betty  Anne  Bail^ 
Irene  Martin 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  0>mmittee;  Martha  Chambless,  Oxford;  Fer¬ 
rell  O.  Cork  Jr.,  Aberdeen;  Marcus  Finch,  Meridian,  chairman;  Odean 
Puckett,  Natchez;  Gary  Holland,  Pascagoula;  Joel  Haire,  Crystal 
Springs;  Ex  officio,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Jackson,  secretary. 

Send  news  and  communications  to 
The  Editor,  Baptist  Record 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


The  Second  Front  Page 


Stephanie  Hamilton  wins 
Youth  Speakers’  Tournament 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday.  May  14,  19S 


item  and  50  percent  on  deliver\ 
StepHlinie  did  an  outstanding  job  pull¬ 
ing  together  key  thoughts  on  how  one 
can  know  Gofi's  will  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  ot  doing  God  s  will  once  one 

I  knows  that  God  is  leading  in  a  certain 
direction. 

Miss  Hamilton  will  be  representing 
Mississippi  at  Kidgecrest  Conlerence 
Center  during  the  Church  Training 
Cpnterence.  July  18-23.  She  will  be 
presenting  her  speech  before  the 
group  there  along  with  represen¬ 
tatives  from  other  states  in  the 
Convention 

Her  expenses  for  attending  this  con¬ 
ference  are  provided  by  the  Church 
4  Training  Department  as  a  reward  for 
■'  winning  this  tournament.  She  will  also 
be  presenting  her  speech  at  the 
Church  Training  Conference  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly.  June 
Miss  Stephanie  Hamilton  of  Oak  25-27. 

Forest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  was  .Also  participating  in  the  annual 
the  1987  winner  in  the  youth  Speakel^'  Youth  Speakers'  Tournament  were: 
Tournament  conducted  by  the  Church  April  Riley.  Cason  Church.  Monroe 
Training  Department  of  the  Mississip-  .Association:  David  .Magee.  Mt 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board:  Pisgah  Church.  Choctaw  .Association: 

Stephanie’s  parents  are  the  Eddie  James  T.  Wright,  Jr.  Highland 
Hamiltons  of  Jackson.  Hamilton  is  the  Church.  Jones  Association. 
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Inerrancy  Conference 


By  Don  .McGregor 

.Mississippi  pastor  Frank  Pollard  Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies,  rancy  is.  I  believe  that  is  so.  but  it  is 
very  likely  made  the  most  lasting  im-  Dallas;  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  apparent  that  we  don’t  all  understand 
pression  of  all  of  the  12  Southern  Bap-  Bellevue  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  the  same  thing." 
tists  who  responded  to  major  ad-  and  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  ‘‘“Erickson  had  said.  “The  inerrant 
dresses  during  the  national  Con- “Convention;  John  Lew'is,  pastor  of  word  is  that  set  of  instruments  point- 
ference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy  May  4  First  Church,  Raleigh.  N.C. ;  James  ing  to  the  right,  the  good,  and  the  true, 
to  7  at  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  Flamming,  pastor  of  First  Church,  in  a  world  of  confusing  feeling  and 
in  North  Carolina,  Richmond,  Va.  ;  Ed  Young,  pastor  of  conflicting  opinions.”  He  said,  “Does 

Pollard’s  impression  was  made  both  Second  Church,  Houston,  Texas ;  Peter  the  Bible  say  this? ’’  There  is  no  other 
by  what  he  said  and  what  he  didn’t  Rhea  Jones,  pastor  of  First  Church,  authority.”  He  added,  ".  .  .  the 
say.  His  response  on  Thursday  morn-  Decatur,  Ga.;  and  Rick  Melick,  pro-  preacher  or  other  Christian  servant 
ing  to  MiHard  Erickson,  dean  at  fessor  of  Greek  and  New  Testament  will  take  encouragement  and  comfort 
Bethel  Seminary  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  Mid-America  Seminary  in  Mem-  from  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
was  vigorously  applauded.  He  was  to  phis,  Tenn.  authoritative  and  inerrant  scripture 

have  responded  also  to  J.  I.  Packer,  Fifteen  Seminars  and  that  the  success  of  the  ministry 

professor  of  historical  and  systematic  In  addition,  there  were  15  seminars  depends  upon  it  and  upon  God’s  work- 


Stephanie  Hamilton 


WMU  officials  lower  goal 
for  Lottie  Moon  Offering 


theology  at  Regent  College  in  Van¬ 
couver,  British  Columbia,  Canada, 
also  on  Thursday  morning.  He  was  to 
have  ’oeen  the  final  speaker  of  the  con¬ 
ference;  but  the  speaker  preceding 
him.  Gene  Williams,  president  of 
Luther  Rice  Seminary  in  Jackson¬ 
ville.  Fla.,  took  up  all  of  the  allotted 
time;  and  Pollard  closed  the  con¬ 
ference  without  speaking  again. 

Pollard  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson. 

Inerrancy  Authorities 

The  conference  was  built  around  the 
messages  of  six  non-Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  who  were  known  to  be  authori¬ 
ties  on  inerrancy.  The  12  Southern 
Baptists  responded  to  the  addresses 
by  the  other  men.  There  were  two 
responders  to  each  message  with  the 
thought  being  to  have  one  from  each 
side  of  the  inerrancy  question. 

Pollard’s  response  to  Erickson 
received  the  most  enthusiastic  ovation 
of  all  of  the  responders. 

There  were  eleven  major  addresses 
plus  a  sermon  during  the  opening 
worship  hour.  The  22  responses 
brought  the  total  number  of  speeches 
during  the  conference  to  34. 

The  11  major  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Mark  Noll,  professor  of 
history  and  church  history  at  Wheaton 
College,  Wheaton.  III. ;  Robert  Preus, 
president  of  Concordia  Seminary  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. ;  Clark  Pinnock,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  systematic  theology  at 
McMaster  Divinity  College  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario;  Kenneth  Kantzer, 
dean  of  the  Christianity  Today  In¬ 
stitute  and  chancellor  of  Trinity 
Evangelical  Divinity  School,  Deer¬ 
field,  III.;  Packer;  and  Erickson. 

The  responders,  in  addition  to 
Pollard  and  Williams,  were  James 
Carter,  pastor  of  University  Church. 
Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Richard  Land,  on 
leave  from  Criswell  College  in  Dallas, 
to  serve  as  counsel  on  church-state 
relations  on  the  staff  of  l^xas  Gov.  Bill 
Clements;  William  Hull,  provost  at 
Samford  University,  Birmingham, 
Ala.;  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 


with  17  leaders,  all  of  whom  were 
seminary  faculty  members  or 
administrators. 

Joel  Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis 
Avenue  Church.  Fort  Worth,  was  wor¬ 
ship  leader  for  the  conference.  He  led 
a  worship  service  during  the  opening 
session  on  Monday  evening.  Ihlmadge 
Butler  of  the  music  faculty  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  was  music  director. 
Russell  Newport.  Springfield,  Mo., 
businessman,  jgresented  special 
music.  Mark  Edwards,  senior  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  and  organist 
at  Second  Church.  Houston,  was 
organist. 

In  his  response  to  Erickson,  Pollard 
said.  “Lately  I  have  learned  that  I  am 
an  inerrantist  ....  Dr.  Erickson  .  .  . . 
begins  his  paper  by  presupposing  that 
by  now  we  all  understand  what  iner- 


Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  spoke  to  the  inerrancy  con¬ 
ference  during  its  last  session. 


ing,  not  upon  human  strength.”  He 
concluded.  ‘The  Bible  has  been  given 
to  us  to  guide  our  own  personal  lives 
and  ministries  and  to  supply  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  message  which  we  pro¬ 
claim  in  word  and  deed.  May  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  inerrancy  of  scripture  add 
urgency  and  effectiveness  to  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  our  mission.” 

Match  Implications 

Pollard  responded  that  ‘the  ideas  of 
this  paper  are  not  being  matched  by 
the  actual  in  our  convention’s  life. 
Many  ministers  claiming  inerrancy- 
do  not  fit  the  magnificent  mold  here 
presented.”  He  added.  “Let’s  try  to 
match  his  implications  with  reality  as 
observed  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.” 

Pollard  continued,  ‘There  seems  to 
be  a  fine  line,  non-existent  in  some 
minds,  between  the  presupposition 
that  scriptural  matter  is  inerrant  and 
that  personal  interpretations  of  scrip¬ 
tural  matter  are  inerrant.  The  whole 
purpose  of  an  inerrant.  authoritative 
word  of  God  is  that  it  dictate  to  us,  not 
vice  versa. 

“To  approach  the  Holy  Word  of  God, 
believing  it  is  an  inerrant  matter  and 
must  be  accepted  and  understood  as 
God’s  truth  is  one  thing.  Coming  to  the 
scripture  declaring:  ‘I  know  what 
God’s  truth  is  and  I’m  goihg  to  let  this 
scripture  tell  me  what  I  want  to  hear’ 
is  another.” 

He  added.  “Perhaps  it  should  be 
stated  here  that  I  do  not  believe  iner¬ 
rancy  is  the  major  issue  among  us  or 
the  cause  of  our  current  stress.  A 
more  critical  issue  is  integrity,  simp¬ 
ly  telling  the  truth  about  each  other. 
I  have  not  gotten  involved  in  the 
political  activity  because  I  do  not 
believe  politics  is  the  answer.  Politics 
is  our  problem.” 

The  six  seminary  presidents  presid¬ 
ed  at  the  plenary  sessions  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  conference  grew  out  of 
an  effort  made  by  the  presidents  just 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Peace  Committee 

(Continued  on  page  6) 


BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  (BP»  -  The 
1987  goal  for  the  Lottie  .Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  has  been  lowered  from  S81 
million  to  $75  million 
The  Executive  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Womans  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  vot^  by  mail  ballot  in 
late  April  to  lower  the  1987  goal  by  $6 
million  when  projections  revealed 
Southern  Baptists  would  not  meet  the 
1986  goal  of  $75  million 
As  of  April  27.  only  $67,751.032. ;J6  of 
the  1986  goal  had  bwn  received. 

Projections  indicate  only  S70.1 
million  will  be  given  toward  fhe  1986 
goal 

The  goal  change  was  made  in  time 
to  have  the  revised  aniount  shown  on 
several  promotional  materials  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Foreign  Missions  posters  and  prayer 
guide  —  but  not  in  time  to  get  the 
amount  changed  in  other  promotional 
items,  such  as  ads  in  Sunday  School 
literature. 


KETCHIKAN.  Alaska  -  Mark 
Merritt,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Merritt.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  West  Germany,  died  May 
2  in  an  auto  accident  in  Ketchikan. 
Alaska. 

Merritt.  25,  was  killed  instantly 
around  9:30  a.m.  when  he  lost  control 
of  his  car  on  a  highway  in  Ketchikan 
and  it  collided  with  a  loaded  dump 
truck,  according  to  the  Southeastern  . 
Log  newspaper  in  Ketchikan.  He  had 
been  an  English  and  photojournalism 
teacher  at  Ketchikan  High  School  for 
two  years. 


WML’  leaders  and  officials  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  F'oreign  Mission 
Board  and  Brotherhood  Commission 
have  expressed  regret  that  the  goal 
had  to  be  decreased,  but  they  cited  the 
need  to  be  realistic  in  setting  the  goal 
“We  felt  compelled  to  lower  the  1987 
goal  when  the  1986  goal  wasn’t  reach¬ 
ed,”  said  Carolyn  Weatherford,  na¬ 
tional  WMl’  executive  director.  “The 
big  problem  is  that  a  lot  ol  people 
think  we  set  a  goal  with  an  allowance 
for  fluff  But  actually,  there’s  a  place 
already  for  every  penny  of  the  goal 
We  know  exactly  where  that  $81 
million  would  have  gone’ 

But  there  is  some  gtxxi  ne\\-s  among 
the  bad.  Weatherford  said  In  1988. 
Southern  Baptists  will  pass  the  $1 
billion  mark  in  accumulative  receipts 
for  the  Lottie  .Moon  offering 
It  took  about  92  years  to  reach  the 
first  one-half  billion  dollars,  which 
was  passed  in  1980  It  will  only  lake 
another  eight  years  to  reach  the  other 
half,  she  said 


His  parents  have  been  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  since  1964.  first 
in  Italy  and  since  1972.  in  West  Ger¬ 
many.  The  senior  Merritt  is  executive 
director  of  the  European  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  The  couple  has  two  other 
sons.  Michael  Paul.  29.  and  James 
Philip.  23. 


A  memorial  service  was  scheduled 
May  6  at  Merritt’s  church  in  Ket¬ 
chikan.  First  Baptist,  and  a  funeral 
service  and  burial  May  8  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Miss. 


Missionaries’  son  killed  in  Alaska 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Student  Union 
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1987  Student  Missionapies 


BAPTIST 

STUDENT 

UNION 


ELYSA  HARVEY 
M'JW 
Israel 


PERRY  PUGH 
MSU 
Hungary 


LAURIE  SANFORD 
MC 

Hungary 


FRANK  PORTER 
MSU 
Korea 


D  J  OMARKHAIL 
MC 

Bangladesh 


JENNIFER  DEAN 
USM 
Germany 


MARTY  WILLIAMS 
MSU 


PENN)  BROWN 
WMiam  Carey 


PHILIP  DAVIDSON 
MSU 


KENNY  McCOLLOUGH 
Hinds 


ANGELA  RUSH 
MC 


SCOTT  VAUGHN 
USM 


JACKIE  ARD 
USM 

Philippines 


MARK  BROWN 
Ole  Miss 
Philippines 


WADE  FULGHAM 
MC 

Philippines 


SUZY  VALENTINE 
MSU 

Philippines 


JUUE  WOODS 
MSU 

Philippines 


VANESSA  PURVIS 
MSU 
Alabama 


JAMIE  STEWART 
Southwest 
Alabama 


HOLLY  HOLLMAN 
MC 
Alaska 


PANOV  PASS 
Northwest 
Alaska 


MELANIE  McMINN 
MC 

Georgia 


DONNA  SHERWOOD 
MDX 
Georgia 


BOBBIE  KING 
Blue  Mountain 
Hawaii 


JAY  REED 
Ole  Miss 
Hawaii 


TREY  KENDRICK 
MSU 
Calilornia 


MELINDA  MATHEWS 
Ole  Miss 
Iowa 


KAREN  PATTERSON 
Blue  Mountain 
Iowa 


GWENDA  AHINDER 
MSU 

Kansas/Nebraska 


DARLA  KLING 
Pearl  River 
Kansas/Nebraiska 


BECKY  OVERBY 
Ole  Miss 
New  Mexico 


SUSAN  BALLARD 
William  Carey 
New  York 


KERR  DYKES 
MC 

New  Vbrk 


VICKY  BUin 
Co-Lin 

Northern  Plains 


JUDY  LOCKE 


DOUG  SLAYTON 
Ole  Miss 
Northern  Plains 


GRACE  BURTON 
MC 

Northwest 


JENNY  LITTLE 
MSU 
Northwest 


WENDY  SMITH 
East  Central 
Northwest 


Northern  Plains 


[tiai  ■ 

1*^  M 

mm 

LORETTA  RIVERS 

BRENDA  EVANS 

LISA  TURNER 

LISA  BATSON 

PEGGY  REECE 

DONETTE  BLAINE 

LYNN  McFADDEN’ 

CELTIE  HVCHE 

ANGELA  HUTSON 

Ote  Miss 

■  Co-Lin 

MSU 

Pearl  River 

Meridian 

MSU 

MC 

MC 

Ole  Miss 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Calikxnia 

California 

Canada 

Canada 

(Colorado 

DC 

MARK  LONGING 
Jones  ‘ 
Kentucky 


PAM  WILUAMS 
Blue  Mountain 
Kentucky 


LISA  DIXON 
Holmes 
Maryland 


KYLE  WELCH 
Willtam  Carey 
Mictiigan 


LARA  BURFORD 
MC 

Minnesota/Wisconsin 


WES  McCOMAS 
MSU 

Mmnesola/Wisconsin 


MELANIE  BUNTYN 
Ole  Miss 
Nevada 


PAM  WOLFE 
MDJC 
Nevada 


KENNETH  BRIGGS 
Northeast 
New  England 


ALLEN  BOLAND 
Northeast 
Virginia 


KIM  GRAHAM 
William  Carey 
Virginia 


KEVIN  PARKER 
Jones 
Virginia 


MARY  FRANCES  TAYLOR 
MC 

Pennsylvania/South  Jersey 


EMILY  BRADFORD 
Gulf  Coast 
South  Carolina 


TERESA  DAVIS 
Holmes 
OhK) 


LeVADA  STRICKLAND 
USM 

Northwest 


MATT  WILLIAMS 
MC 

Northwest 


Southern  Seminary  trustees 
affirm  Glorieta  statements 


Devotional 


I  By  Donnie  Guy 

Phil.  2::j  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  series  of  three  conferences  on  biblical  the  seminary's  fall  revival 

The  second  step  in  maintaining  Christian  joy,  in  the  midst  of  trouble,  is  to  Southern  Seminary  trustees  over-  inerrancy,  biblical  interpretation,  and  long  World  Missions  Confe 
discover  the  submissive  mind.  Paul  shares,  in  Phil.  2:3,  “Let  nothing  be  done  whelmingly  approved  a  report  detail-  biblical  imperatives.  The  first  was  the  close  of  the  missions  cc 
through  strife  or  vain  glory,  but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  others  ing  the  response  of  the  seminary  held  May  4-7  at  Ridgecrest  <\  C.  i  more  than  100  students  mj 
better  than  themselves!"  faculty  to  commitments  set  forth  last  Baptist  (Conference  Center  commitments  to  missions 

Did  you  see  it?  In  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  fall  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  In  speaking  to  the  report  detailing  Trustees  also  addressed  i 
others  better  than  himself!  The  person  with  the  sub-  lion’s  six  seminary  presidents.  the  implementation  of  the  Glorieta  of  public  statements  by  two 

Hi  missive  mind  thinks  of  others  before  he  thinks  of  himself.  Meeting  in  annual  session  on  the  Statement,  Southern  seminary  Presi-  of  the  faculty.  They  unanin: 

Did  Paul  have  this  type  of  mind?  Yes!  (Read  Phil.  1:23-25).  seminary  campus,  April  27-29,  dent  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  asked  trustees  proved  a  report  from  th( 

Paul  knew  that  it  would  better  for  him  to  go  on  to  heaven  trustees  voted  51  to  1  with  two  absten-  to  "examine  the  record  and  let  the  academic  personnel  com  mi 

and  be  with  Jesus,  but  he  knew  it  would  be  better  for  the  tions  to  approve  a  lengthy  report  evidence  spea*k  for  itself."  ing  with  charges  against  e 

Philippians  if  he  remained  behind  as  their  instructor.  This  detailing  specific  plans  for  implemen-  «  The  report  included  a  list  of  conser-  lessor  Paul  Simmons  for  an 
IS  the  submissive  mind!  Our  dear  Lord  displayed  this  type  tation  of  the  Glorieta  Statement.  vative  scholars  who  have  been  invited  abortion.  In  the  article,  wri 
of  mind.  Listen  to  what  Paul  says  about  Jesus  in  Phil.  2:7-8.  Last  fall,  during  a  prayer  retreat  to  the  campus  as  guest  lecturers  and  Baptist  state  paper.  Simmoi 
Guy  “But  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  attended  by  the  SBC  Peace  Commit-  visiting  professors.  pressed  opposition  to  the 

form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men:  And,  being  found  tee  and  leaders  of  all  national  conven-  "Conservative  evangelical  scholars  Human  Life  Amendment  t( 

in  fashion  as  a  man.  he  humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  lion  agencies,  the  presidents  of  the  six  have  not  been  represented  as  fully  as  slitution.  After  the  article 
even  the  death  of  the  cross!”  seminaries  issued  a  statement  which  they  should  have,  and  we're  moving  several  individuals  wrote  I 

Some  have  rightly  said  that  the  secret  to  Christian  joy  is  found  in  the  word  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  Glorieta  to  correct  that  imbalance.  "  demanding  that  Simmons 
itself,  J.O.Y.  JESUS  FIRST,  OTHERS  SECOND,  and  YOU  LAST.  I  fully  agree  Statement  and  which  set  forth  Honeycutt  said.  After  two  long  discussions 

with  that  statement,  but  many  times,  I  must  confess.  I  have  found  my  attitude  specific  commitments  related  to  In  response  to  a  question  about  ad- •  mittee  adopted  a  staten\ent 
to  be  like  this,  ME  FIRST,  JESUS  SECOND,  and  I  COULD  NOT  CARE  LESS  resolving  the  crisis  in  the  ding  full-time  faculty  members,  the  members  were  "not  in  u 
ABOUT  OTHERS.  With  this  attitude,  I  found  I  was  robbing  myself  of  joy,  which  denomination.  Honeycutt  emphasized  that  as  posi-  accord  with  Dr.  Simmons”  | 

is  rightly  so,  for  such  an  attitude  is  totally  contrary  to  the  scripture.  A  Chris-  The  Statement  includes  three  tions  become  available  the  seminary  abortion  as  reflected  in  the  j 
lian  is  never  to  feel  himself  superior  to  others,  but  submissive  to  them.  The  philosophical  statements  and  seven  "will  be  adding  qualified  scholars  do  unanimously  concur  w 
Christian  life  is  a  servant  life.  commitments.  The  philosophical  from  differing  perspectives"  dent  Honeycutt  that  ther 

One  of  my  favorite  comic  strips  is  “Peanuts"  and  often' L have  found  my  statements  say  Christianity  is  super-  Honeycutt  also  assured  trustees  the  grounds  for  dismissal 

attitude  displayed  through  one  or  more  of  its  characters.  One  instance  1  recall  natural,  the  Bible  is  “not  errant  in  administration  will  continue  to  re 
is  in  the  attitude  of  Lucy.  Lucy  had  just  finished  bawling  out  her  little  brother  any  area  of  reality,"  and  pledge  to  ad-  quire  all  faculty  to  teach  according  to 
Linus  for  something  he  had  done.  Charley  Brown,  watching  the  whole  thing,  dress  "legitimate  concerns”  in  the  the  Abstract  of  Principles,  the 
comes  up  to  Lucy  and  says,  “Lucy,  yoution’t  like  mankind  very  much,  do  you?”  convention.  seminary's  1858  statement  of  faith 

To  which  Lucy  replies,  “Oh.  sure  I  like  mankind.  It’s  people  I  can’t  stand!”  The  commitments  are  related  to  which  is  included  in  the  school’s 
Have  you  ever  felt  you  had  that  type  of  attitude?  I  must  confess,  I  have,  fairness  and  balance  in  teaching  and  charier  and  is  signed  by  all  faculty, 
but  God  gave  me  a  verse  which  helped  me  to  overcome  it.  Romans  12:3,  “To  selection  of  faculty,  compliance  by  "I  have  made  it  clear  to  the  faculty 
every  man  that  is  among  you,  not  to  think  of  himself  more  highly  than  he  faculty  members  to  the  seminaries’  that  we  will  not  support  you  if  you 
ought  to  think,  but  to  think  soberly  according  as  God  hath  dealt  to  every  man  confessional  statements,  and  con-  deviate  from  the  abstract."  he  said 
the  measure  of  faith!  If  you  want  to  experience  a  new  sense  of  joy,  develop  tinned  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth.  In  his  report  to  the  trustees, 

a  submissive  mind  and  learn  to  become  a  servant  to  others.  ( Next  week,  the  evangelism  and  missions  on  the  Honeycutt  cited  the  "dynamic"  spirit 
spiritual  mind. )  seminary  campuses.  of  renewal  and  spiritual  growth  on  the 

Donnie  Guy  is  a  Guif  Coast-based  evangeiist.  Another  commitment  was  to  hold  a  campus  illustrated  by  events  such  as 
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Churches  reaching  or  surpassing  their  goals  since  April  23,  1987. 


.Association 

Church 

Goal 

Pledge 

Attala 

Ethel 

$  8-9,000 

$  8,000 

Hinds  Madison 

Bethesda 

7-8,000 

7.500 

Pike 

Progress 

6-7,000 

6,000 

Pontotoc 

Cairo 

6-7,000 

6,000 

Pontotoc 

County  Line 

11-13,000 

11,000 

Winston 

Evergreen 

12-13.000 

12,000 

Yazoo 

Eden 

5-6,000 

5,200 

Letters  to  the  editor 


Ministry  needs 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  remind  our  many  readers  of  our 
pressing  need  for  health  kits  for  use 
in  our  ministry  center.  In  the  past, 
GA,  RA,  Acteen,  and  Baptist  Women 
groups  have  put  together  some  health 
kits ;  and  they  have  bden  an  invaluable 
aid  when  included  with  our  emergen- 
'  cy  food  assistance,  or  the  clothing 
assistance,  especially  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  months. 

Needed  items  include  toothpaste, 
shampoo,  soap,  wash  cloths,  combs, 
tooth  brushes.  ( No  medicine  items ) 
We  will  appreciate  any  assistance, 
and  should  anyone  need  further  infor¬ 
mation,  please  let  us  know.  You  may 
reach  us  at  the  office  at  627-3418  from 
8:30  a. m.  until  3:30  p.m.  or  at  home 
after  that  at  627-9579. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in 
making  this  need  known  to  others  in¬ 
volved  in  mission  interests. 

M.  C.  Johnson,  director  of 
missions 

North  Delta  Associations 
clarksdale 

Welcome  military  cadets 

Editor: 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  of  the 
Air  Force  Academy  would  like  to  con¬ 
tact  the  men  and  women  coming  to 
the  academy  this  July.  We  would  like 
to  meet  their  planes,  provide 


transportation  and  lodging,  and  help 
them  to  report  to  the  Academy  at  the 
required  time.  If  pastors,  parents, 
friends,  or  the  new  cadets  themselves 
will  contact  us  with  name  and  ad¬ 
dress,  we  will  correspond  to  secure 
flight  arrival  times  and  provide  fur¬ 
ther  information. 

The  Academy  Baptist  Student 
Union  is  a  widely  recognized 
organization  and  is  here  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  contributing  to  the  cadets’ 
spiritual  growth.  Through  the  support 
of  our  Home  Mission  Board.  Colorado 
Baptist  General  Convention,  and 
Pikes  Peak  Association,  the  BSU  has 
provided  a  most  effective  ministry. 
We  seek  to  minister  to  cadets  through 
involvement  in  Bible  study, 
discipleship,  church  involvement, 
worship,  and  mission  endeavors.  We 
invite  all  new  incoming  cadets  to  join 
with  us. 

Also,  for  anyone  attending  West 
Point  or  the  Naval  Academy,  similar 
ministries  are  provided.  At  West  Point 
contact  Alton  Harpe,  11  Washington 
St.,  Cornwall-on-Hudson.  NY  12520, 
(914  )  534-7954.  At  the  Naval  Academy 
contact  Dick  Bumpass,  201  Hanover 
St.,  Annapolis.  MD  21401,  (301) 
263-0963. 

Sincerely, 

Dwain  Gregory,  director 
Baptist  Student  Union 
t  550  W.  Woodmen  Rd. 

Colorado  Springs.  CO  90919 
(303  )  599-9094 


J  I.  Packer,  (acuity  member  at  Regent 
College.  Vancouver.  B.C.,  addresses  the 
inerrancy  conferency  last  week  at 
Ridgecrest 


%■  •  *  .J' '  ^ 

Clark  Pinnock,  professor  at  McMaster 
Divinity  School,  Hamilton.  Ont..  was  a 
speaker  at  the  inerrancy  conference. 


Pollard  responses  get 
enthusiastic  applause 

i  _ A.1 _ 1  c _ _ Ak 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
in  October  at  Glorieta.  The  concept  of 
this  conference  on  inerrancy  and  two 
additional  conferences  in  1988  and  1989 
was  a  part  of  the  Glorieta  Statement 
drafted  by  the  presidents. 

The  major  story  of  this  conference 
was  centered  around  the  statements 
of  Pinnock.  a  former  professor  at  New’ 
Orleans  Seminary.  During  his  earlier 
years,  Pinnock  was  a  staunch  ad¬ 
vocate  of  inerrancy.  He  left  the 
seminary  because  of  having  such  a 
firm  stand  and  is  credited  with  hav¬ 
ing  helped  to  launch  what  has  evolv¬ 
ed  into  the  present  conflict  among 
Southern  Baptists.  He  since  has 
moderated  his  stand  and  has  apologiz¬ 
ed  for  his  part  in  the  controversy. 

But,  Pinnock  said,  “I  have  not 
changed  one  whit  in  the  matter  of 
holding  to  the  Bible  as  the  inspired 
Word  of  God.”  And  although  he  led  the 
fight  against  what  he  termed  as 
liberalism  in  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  schools  in  the  sixties.  Pinnock 
said  during  this  conference  that  the 
controversy  has  gone  too  far. 

Dangerously  Divided 
He  said  he  sees  “a  great  evangelical 
denomination  dangerously  divided.” 
He  pointed  out  that  both  sides  of  the 
conflict  believe  in  inerrancy:  one 
believing  in  an  elaborate,  structured 
view  and  the  other  in  a  simpler, 
experienced-based  view. 

Pinnock  said  that  he  wished  that 
Southern  Baptists  could  see  that  other 
evangelicals  with  those  varying  con¬ 
cepts  of  inerrancy  “have  been  able  to 
maintain  some  peace  and  cooperative 
effort.” 

“Is  it  that  you  are  so  numerically 
large  that  you  feel  you  have  the  lux¬ 
ury  of  fighting  with  one  another 
without  any  thought  of  the  scandal 
you  are  causing  for  the  Baptists  and 
others  watching  from  other  parts  of 
the  world  and  of  the  dangerous 
possibility  that  the  Baptist  work  may 
suffer  among  you,  too?”  Pinnock 
asked. 

He  told  the  fundamentalists  that  to 
“throw  out  a  couple  of  liberals  you  are 
going  to  hurt  a  lot  of  good  people  who 
happen  to  love  God.” 

Terming  them  as  militants.  Pinnock 
told  the  fundamentalists  they  must 
“stop  behaving  as  if  they  are  Roman 
Catholics.  Behind  inerrancy  lies  the 
desire  to  secure  God’s  truth  invincibly 
so  that  it  cannot  be  lost  or  distorted. 
The  logic  of  orthodoxy  taken  to  its  full 
extent  can  lead  on  right  to  Rome.” 

He  told  the  moderates,  however, 
that  they  must  also  bear  a  full  share 
of  the  blame  for  the  continuation  of 
the  controversy.  He  said  they  should 
be  willing  to  admit  to  being  inerran- 
tists  also,  albeit  of  a  less  rigid 
category.  “Moderates  must  make  it 
much  clearer  than  they  have  wanted 
to  in  the  past  that  they  are  in  fact 
biblical  conservatives  and  evangelical 
Christians.  1  urge  the  moderates  to 
confess  the  faith  clearly,  distinguish 
it  as  forcefully  from  the  errors  on  the 
left  as  they  presently  do  from  errors 
on  the  right.” 

Pinnock  said  that  the  moderates 
should  be  willing  to  sign  the  Chicago 
Statement,  a  treatment  on  biblical  in¬ 
errancy  developed  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Council  on  Biblical  Inerrancy. 

It  was  written  to  a  great  extent  by 
Packer. 


Beloved  iVIentor 

In  response  to  Pinnock,  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson,  president  of  the  Criswell 
Center  for  Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas, 
called  Pinnock  his  beloved  mentor 
but  said  he  grieves  for  his  “professor 
who  has  forsaken  the  prophetic  pulpit 
of  Luther  for  the  indecisive  desk  of 
Erasmus  and  the  certainty  of  Paul  for 
the  vascillation  of  the  Athenians  who 
must  always  ‘hear  some  new  thing.’  ” 

He  agreed  ^th  Pinnock  in  his  plea 
for  peace,  buf^e  said  that  the  price 
is  too  high.  “He  would  have  us  stand 
at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ  and  try 
to  explain  to  the  enthroned  Christ  that 
in  the  interest  of  peace  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  we  support^  by  silence  or  by 
resources  those  who  say  that  his  Word 
errs,”  Patterson  said. 

Definitions  of  inerrancy  continued 
to  surface  during  the  conference. 
Kantzer  said,“It  basically  means  not. 
wandering  from  the  truth.  Accepting 
inerrancy  requires  the  Christian  to 
believe  God  caused  his  human  writers 
to  freely  produce  just  such  a  book  as 
God  intends  scripture  to  be.” 

In  discussing  the  concept  of  error. 
Packer  said,  “Error  is  an  affirmation 
or  assertion  which  is  an  attempt  to  tell 
the  truth  and  fails.  Nothing  that  we 
have  found  convicts  biblical  asser¬ 
tions  of  factual  or  moral  error.  No 
biblical  phenomena  need  invalidate 
the  confession  of  inerrancy  that  the 
teaching  of  Jesus  and  the  apostles 
leads  us  to  make.” 

Preus  said,  ‘The  inerrant  scrip¬ 
tures  are  words  taught  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  having  that  quality  which 
makes  them  overwhelmingly  reliable 
witnesses  to  the  words  and  deeds  of 
the  God  who  has  in  his  inspired 
spokesmen  and  in  his  incarnate  Son 
disclosed  himself  to  men  for  their 
salvation.” 

Pinnock,  however,  said  that  “honest 
inerrantists  surely  must  know  that 
their  favorite  category  is  not  clear  or 
firm.”  This  was  also  the  position  of 
Erickson,  who  said  that  a  too-vigorous 
attempt  to  prove  inerrancy  results 
from  a  misunderstanding  of  the  term. 
He  added  that  misunderstandings  of 
inerrancy  arise  out  of  the  failure  to 
see  biblical  statements  in  their 
cultural  contexts  or  extending  the 
range  of  the  Bible’s  authority  to  in- 


Clark  Pinnock  (left),  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  McMaster  Divini¬ 
ty  College  in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada, 
speaks  with  Southern  Baptist  (invention 
president  Adrian  Rogers  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  after  the  two  speakers  presented 
contrasting  views  during  a  session  of  the 
Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy.  Rogers 
was  one  of  Pinnock’s  students  in  the 
1960s  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  (Photo  by  John  McTyre) 


elude  every  subject  which  it  mentions 
or  to  subjects  that  it  does  not  address. 

Includes  Science 

Packer  added,  “That  includes 
science.  The  Bible  contains  no  scien¬ 
tific  statements  at  all.  “Biblical 
statements  about  God  explain  natural 
processes  in  terms  of  G^’s  personal 
purpose  but  do  not  describe  them 
scientifically.” 

Regarding  history.  Packer  said, 
“The  Bible  is  more  concerned  with  ad¬ 
vancing  knowledge  of  God  than 
presenting  a  detailed  historical 
outline.  Biblical  history,  told  from  the 
standpoint  of  divine  overruling,  is  by 
our  standards  sketchy  on  its  human 
side,  but  its  omissions  should  not  be 
regarded  as  error  or  suspect.” 

Packer  seemed  to  be  the  stackpole 
around  which  the  conference  revolv¬ 
ed.  His  numerous  books  on  inerrancy 
t,  have  branded  him  as  an  authority  on 
the  subject.  When  he  had  finished  his 
final  message  on  Wednesday,  Pollard 
concluded  the  conference  by  saying, 
‘This  week  I  have  found  out  that  I  am 
an  inerrantist.” 

In  a  news  conference,  Kantzer  said 
that  inerrancy  means  that  the  Bible 
tells  the  truth  and  does  so  without  tell¬ 
ing  us  what  is  not  so.  We  accept  the 
Bible  as  completely  authoritative 
when  properly  interpreted,  he  said. 

Packer  added  that  proper  inter¬ 
pretation  should  meah  as  acceptable 
by  recognized  scholars.  He  noted  that 
some  fundamentalists  are  not  willing 
to  submit  their  interpretations  to  such 
scholars. 

Seminar  Leaders 
The  seminar  leaders  were  G.  Hugh 
Wamble,  professor  of  church  history 
at  Midwestern:  Russ  Buss,  associate 
professor  of  philosophy  of  religion  at 
Southwestern ;  Alan  Neely,  professor 
of  missions  at  Southeastern;  Leo  Gar¬ 
rett,  professor  of  theology  at 
Southwestern;  Fisher  Humphreys, 
professor  of  theology  at  New  Orleans ; 
Robert  Cate,  dean  of  academic  affairs 
at  Golden  Gate;  Terry  Young,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  at  New  Orleans; 
Earle  Ellis,  visiting  professor  of 
theology  at  Southwestern;  Kenneth 
Eakins,  professor  of  archaeology  and 
Old  Testament  interpretation  at 
Golden  Gate;  Lewis  Drummond,  ad¬ 
ministrative  director  at  the  Billy 
Graham  Center  at  Southern;  Vernon 
Davis,  vice  president  for  academic  af¬ 
fairs  at  Midwestern;  Wayne  Ward, 
professor  of  Christian  Theology  at 
Southern;  Joe  Cothen,  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs  at  New  Orleans ; 
David  Mueller,  professor  of  Christian 
theology  at  Southern;  Bruce  Corley, 
associate  professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  Southwestern;  Morris  Ashcraft, 
dean  of  faculty  and  professor  of 
theology  at  Southeastern;  and 
William  Hendricks,  professor  of 
Christian  theology  at  Southern. 

As  a  continuation  of  their  commit¬ 
ment  as  detailed  in  their  Glorieta 
Statement,  the  six  seminary 
presidents  plan  a  conference  on 
biblical  interpretation  in  1988  and  a 
conference  on  biblical  imperatives  in 
1989 

The  seminary  presidents  are  Roy 
Honeycutt  at  Southern,  Russell  Dilday 
at  Southwestern,  Landrum  Leavell  at 
New  Orleans,  Bill  Crews  at  Golden 
Gate,  Randall  Lolley  at  Southeastern, 
and  Milton  Ferguson  at  Midwestern. 
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St.  Louis  resolutions 
committee  appointed 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  A  10-member 
Resolutions  Committee  to  serve  dur-, 
ing  the  1987  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  June 
16-18,  has  been  appointed  by  President 
Adrian  Rogers  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

According  to  convention  bylaws,  the 
Resolutions  Committee  “has  the  du¬ 
ty  ...  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
convention  resolutions  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  deems  appropriate  for  adop¬ 
tion  and  to  report  on  all  matters  sub¬ 
mitted  to  it  by  the  convention.” 

Rogers  told  Baptist  Press  he  “hopes 
again  this  year  that  we  will  continue 
in  a  spirit  of  holding  down  volatile 
resolutions  in  order  to^allow  us  to 
spend  a  great  majority  of  our  time  on 
the  substantive  issues  before  us  —  the 
election  of  the  boards  of  trustees  ( for 
the  agencies),  the  report  of  the  Peace 
Committee,  and  other  items.” 

He  added,  however,  he  will  “give  the 
Resolutions  Committee  freedom.  I 
cannot  be,  nor  would  I  be,  iron-handed 
with  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am 
going  to  encourage  them  to  try  to  keep 
highly  controversial  resolutions  off 
the  floor,  and  I  would  encourage 
messengers  to  do  the  same  thing.” 

In  past  years,  resolutions  presented 
to  the  annual  meeting  have  generated 
considerable  controversy,  including 
differences  of  opinion  on  the  weight 


resolutions  should  be  accorded.  Some 
believe  agencies  and  employees 
should  adhere  to  the  spirit  of  the 
resolutions  white  others  believe  the 
resolutions  are  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  those  present  and  voting  at 
the  time  the  resolutions  are 
presented. 

In  recent  years,  resolutions  have  ad¬ 
dressed  such  issues  as  the  role  of 
women,  the  inspiration  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  abortion. 

♦.Rogers  said  he  will  follow  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  past  years  of  having 
messengers  submit  their  resolutions 
at  a  table  to  the  side  of  the  main  plat¬ 
form  during  miscellaneous  business 
sessions.  The  topic  of  the  resolution 
and  its  presenter  will  be  read  into  the 
minutes  by  one  of  the  convention 
officers. 

Rogers  also  asked  people  planning 
to  propose  resolutions  to  send  copies 
of  the  documents  to  the  chairman  of 
the  resolutions  committee  as  early  as 
possible  so  the  committee  can  study 
them  and  be  prepared  when  the  con- 
•vention  session  begins. 

The  10-member  committee  will 
meet  in  advance  of  the  annual 
meeting  for  orientation  and  to  begin 
the  process  of  drafting  proposed 
resolutions. 

Rogers  named  Tbm  Melzoni,  pastor 


of  Central  Baptist  Church  in  Oak 
Ridge,  Tenn.,  as  chairman  and  urged 
that  drafts  of  proposed  resolutions  be 
mailed  to  Melzoni  in  care  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  901  Commerce. 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37203. 

The  SBC  bylaws  specify  three  of  the 
10  members  of  the  Resolutions  Com¬ 
mittee  be  members  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Rogers  named 
Guy  Sanders  III,  pastor  of  First 
church.  Lake  Wales.  Fla.;  William  F. 
Harrell,  pastor  of  Abilene  church, 
Martinez,  Ga.;  and  David  T.  Gray,  an 
attorney  and  member  of  Stithton 
church,  Radcliff,  Ky.,  —  all  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  —  to  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 

Other  members  include;  David 
Miller,  director  of  missions  of  Little 
Red  River  Baptist  Association  and 
member  of  Southside  church,  Heber 
Springs.  Ark.;  John  Swartz,  pastor  of 
Bethel  church,  Escondido,  Calif.;  Mrs. 
Rhonda  H.  Kelley,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans;  Ernest  Ferrell,  pastor  of 
Bethesda  church,  Durham,  N.C.; 
Mary  Kay  Stelter,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  church,  Lubbock, 
Texas;  and  Mrs.  Lorraine  Simms,  a 
homemaker  and  member  of  First 
church.  Roanoke.  Va. 


Credentials  and  tellers 
committees  appointed 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  -  The  Credentials 
and  Tellers  Committees  for  the  1987 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  June  16-18,  have  been 
appointed  by  President  Adrian  P. 
Rogers. 

According  to  convention  bylaws,  the 
Credentials  Committee  reviews  and 
rules  upon  any  question  which  may 
arise  concerning  registration  of 
messengers  at  the  annual  meeting. 
Also,  the  committee  is  charged  with 
studying  and  reporting  on  “any  con¬ 
tention  arising  on  the  floor  concern¬ 
ing  the  seating  of  messengers.” 

The  committee  works  with  the  con¬ 
vention's  registration  secretary  in 
order  to  accomplish  its  work.  The 
registration  secretary  is  Lee  Porter  of 
Nashville. 

The  chairman  of  the  25-member 
committee  is  James  W.  Bryant,  pastor 
of  Grand  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  Fort 
Smith.  Ark. 

Members  of  the  Credentials  Com¬ 
mittee  are:  Richard  Cagle,  pastor  of 
First  church,  Jackson.  Ala.;  Mrs.  Sue 
Brister,  a  pastor’s  wife  and  member 
of  First  Southern  church.  El  Monte, 
Calif.;  PYed  H.  Boehmer,  pastor  of 
First  church.  Brandon.  Fla.;  W.A. 
Smith,  pastor  of  Sherwood  church. 
Albany,  Ga.;  Bob  Wagner,  pastor  of 
Second  church,  Marion,  III.;  Rudolph 
■Vakym.  a  stockbroker  and  member  of 
First  Southern  church  of  Mishawaka, 
a  suburb  of  South  Bend,  Ind.;  Mark 
R.  Patton,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
church,  Tspeka,  Kan.;  BobC.  Litton, 
pastor  of  Utica  church,  Utica,  Ky.; 
Lawrence  Hall,  a  layman  and 
member  of  Severns  Valley  church. 


Elizabethtown.  Ky. ;  Milton  L. 
Williams,  a  layman  and  member  of 
Broadmoor  church,  Shreveport,  La.; 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Casey,  a  homemaker 
and  member  of  Valley  church.  Luther¬ 
ville,  Md. ;  Gary  Berry,  pastor  of  P'irst 
church.  McComb,  .Miss.; 

Charles  C.  Holt,  a  layman  and 
member  of  First  church.  Washington. 
Mo.;  Adrian  Burk,  an  attorney  and 
member  of  Rice  Memorial  church. 
Northboro.  Mass.;  Albert  C.  Helms 
Jr.  pastor  of  Scotts  Hills  church. 
Wilmington,  N.C.;  Mrs.  Sally  Pereira, 
a  pastor's  wife  and  member  of  First 
church.  Swannanoa,  N.C. ;  Don  Dunn, 
a  grocer  and  member  of  P'irst  church. 
Chickasha.  Okla.;  Forrest  M.  Whit¬ 
tington.  a  city  manager  and  member 
of  Immanuel  church.  Florence,  S.C. ; 

Tbmmy  Knotts,  director  of  missions 
of  Aiken  Baptist  Association  and 
member  of  First  church.  Belvedere. 
S.C.;  John  D.  Laida,  pastor  of  First 
church,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  Joe  S. 
Ratliff,  pastor  of  Brentwood  church. 
Houston.  Texas;  Don  Wills,  a 
businessman  and  member  of  First 
church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas;  Paul 
Brown,  pastor  of  First  church.  Wood- 
bridge,  Va.;  and  Mrs.  Alberta  M. 
Pearse,  a  homemaker  and  member  of 
Plymouth  Haven  church.  Alexandria. 
Va. 

The  Tellers  Committee,  which  also 
works  with  the  registration  secretary, 
is  charged  with  tabulation  of  any  votes 
taken  during  the  committee. 

Chairman  of  the  21-member  com¬ 
mittee  is  James  Merritt,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Snellville.  Ga. 

Other  members  include:  Wallace 


Edgar,  pastor  of  Trinity  church.  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Ark.;  Simon  T^oi,  pastor  of 
First  Chinese  church.  Phoenix.  Ariz. ; 
Doug  Ha-rrison,  a  layman  and 
member  of  First  Southern  church. 
Fresno,  Calif.:  Doyle  Carlton  Jr.,  a 
businessman  and  member  of  First 
church.  Merritt  Island.  Fla.;  Mrs. 
Ruth  Gleaves,  a  homemaker  and 
member  of  First  church.  Atlanta; 
Roger  Ellsworth,  pastor  of  First 
church.  Fairfield.  111.; 

Ron  Bagge.tt.  a  layman  and 
member  of  Lansing  Southern  chapel. 
Tonganoxie,  Kan.;  Dale  Moss,  a 
layman  and  member  of  Plaith  church. 
Glen  Burnie,  Md.;  Tbnimy  Snyder, 
pastor  of  Calvary  church,  Greenvilh*. 
.Miss.;  .Miss  Sue  Tatum,  a  layp<‘rson 
and  meniber  of  P'irst  church,  Yazoo 
City.  .Miss.;  Mrs.  Dawn  Phillips,  a 
layperson  and  member  of  First 
church.  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  .Norman  A. 
Boshoff.  pastor  of  Hoffmantown 
church,  Albuquerque.  .\.M.; 

Mrs.  Ellamae  Elder,  a  pastor’s  wife 
and  member  of  P'irst  church,  Aztec. 
N.M.;  Doyle  W  Gunter,  a 
businessman  and  member  of  Hyatts 
Chapel  church,  Whittier.  .N.C.; 
Howard  Candler,  a  layman  and 
member  of  Calvary  church,  WYst 
Asheville.  N.C.;  Ferrell  Mills,  pastor 
of  Grand  Avenue  church.  Corvallis. 
Ore.;  Jimmie  E.  Harley,  pastor  of 
First  church.  P'lorence,  S.C. ;  George 
Brown,  a  veterinarian  and  member  of 
Calvary  church.  Knoxville,  Tenn; 
David  Galvan,  pastor  of  Primera  Ig- 
l^ia  Nueva  Vida.  Garland.  Texas, 
and  Bob  Melvin,  pastor  of  Spottswood 
church,  Fredericksburg.  Va. 
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Of  Polkville  and  Denia 


Mother’s  Day  in  triplicate  seems  to 
be  what  I’m  celebrating  this  year.  In 
our  family  we  plan  toNisit  my  mother 
and  celebrate  with  her  next  Sunday. 
Last  Sunday,  after  church  at  Morrison 
Heights,  I  celebrated  with  some 
members  of  W.  D.’s  family.  And  the 
first  Sunday  in  May,  I  was  in  Spain ; 
it  happened  there  that  day  to  be 
Mother’s  Day. 

Since  W’.  D.  and  I  don’t  have  any 
children,  we  usually  are  invited  by  one 
of  our  numerous  nieces  and  nephews 
to  join  in  reunion  dinners.  It  really  is 
special  to  be  thus  included. 

Polkville.  .Mississippi. 

This  time  we  accepted  an  invitation 
to  lunch  with  Patsy  and  Philip  Boone 
at  their  farm  near  Polkville.  Patsy 
( who  is  vice  president  and  manager 
of  the  Magee  branch  of  Laurel 
Federal  Savings  Bank)  is  one  of  the 
eight  children  of  Vera  and  T.  J.  Harper 
of  Newhebron ;  her  mother  is  W.  D.’s 
sister.  For  some  time  (I’m  not  sure 
how  many  years)  her  husband  work¬ 
ed  with  an  oil  company  in  Saudi 
Arabia.  Not  all  her  family  was  there 
Sunday,  but  quite  a  few  were. 

Besides  her  parents,  there  were 
some  children  and  grandchildren  and 
uncles  and  aunts!  These  included 
Alex.  Lisa,  and  Hannah  Bullen  of 
Union  Church;  Sonny.  Donna,  and 
Candace  Bryant  of  Crossgates  near 
Brandon;  ltd,  Kim.  Ben.  and  Spencer 
Harper  of  Magee;  Lynn.  Carrie. 
Ashley,  and  Joe  Sutton  of  Mendenhall ; 
Jerry.  Pat,  Jeff,  and  Tiffany  Harper 
of  Prentiss;  and  Speedy  McWilliams 
of  Magee.  (Donna  Bryant,  Patsy’s 
.  daughter,  a  nurse  at  St.  Dominic’s 
Hospital  in  Jackson,  baked  the 
Mother’s  Day  cake.)  After  lunch  all 
the  kids  —  and  some  of  the  adults  — 
dived  into  the  swimming  pool,  but  it 
was  still  a  little  cool  for  me! 

Denia,  Spain. 

Sunday  morning.  May  3. 1  awaken¬ 
ed  to  a  soft  breeze  blowing  across  a 
geranium-ladeTT  balcony,  from  the 
Mediterranean  Sea.  I  had  to  pinch 
.m.vself  to  believe  I  was  in  the  apart¬ 
ment  of  Joe  and  Lila  Mefford  in 
Denia,  Spain.  (Joe  and  Lila.  SBC  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Spain  for  .33  years,  retired 
last  year,  and  are  living  at  Denia. 
where  their  daughter.  Susie,  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Jaime  Sendra,  the  son  of  the 
city’s  mayor  H  didn’t  take  much  to 
convince  me  that  they  had  picked  an 
absolutely  ideal  place  to  retire.  They 
are  Coloradans,  but  back  before  they 
went  to  Spain,  Joe  was  pastor  at 
Osyka,  Mississippi.) 

After  a  leisurely  breakfast.  Lila  and 
I  walked  to  the  cemetery  on  our  way 
to  the  11  a.m.  preaching  service  at  the 
Denia  Baptist  Church.  Joe  drove 
ahead  in  their  car.  (Sunday  School 
would  not  be  until  that  night  at  7.  > 

We  stopped  in  the  small  walled  sec¬ 
tion  that  was  formerly  used  only  for 
burial  of  Protestants  and/or 
criminals,  and  saw  there  the  grave  of 
a  Spanish  Baptist  pastor  I  had  read 
about.  (Now  new  Protestant  and 
Catholic  graves  are  no  longer  divid¬ 
ed  by  a  wall.)  In  the  main  section  of 
the  cemetery,  the  vaults  were  above 


the  ground,  somewhat  as  in  New 
Orleans.  They  were  stacked  perhaps 
five  vaults  hi^.  and  in  front  of  almost 
every,  one,  fresh  flowers  had  been 
recently  arranged.  Many  there  that 
morning  had  brought  flowers,  perhaps 
because  it  was  Mother’s  Day  in  Spain 

I  met  a  lovely  woman,  dressed  in 
black,  arranging  a  bowl  of  white  car¬ 
nations.  Lila  introduced  her  as  Pepito 
Pastor  de  Tous,  a  charter  member  of 
the  Denia  Baptist  Church  66  years 
ago.  in  1921.  Lila  said  that  after  the 
Civil  War  in  Spain,  almost  all  of  the 
women  wore  black,  because  so  many 
in  their  families  had  died  in  the  war. 
Still  I  saw  quite  a  few  wearing  black, 
but  most  of  the  women  wear  bright 
colors  now. 

The  order  of  w’orship  at  the  Denia 
( DAY-ni-a)  Baptist  Church  was  not  too 
different  from  my  own  in  Clinton.  TTie 
church  has  co-pastors,  Antonio  Calero 
and  Jorge  Pastor.  It  was  Pastor  who 
preached  that  day.  using  verses  from 
Psalm  42  and  43  as  his  texts.  This 
man.  I  learned,  was  the  nephew  of  the 
charter  member  I  had  met  earlier  in 
the  morning.  And  I  had  seen  his 
father’s  grave  in  the  Protestant 
cemetery.  (He  also  was  a  Baptist 
pastor. ) 

Though  the  words  of  the  hymns 
were  in  Spanish,  of  course.  I  rec(^niz- 
ed  “Beneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus”  and 
“Faith  of  Our  Fathers”  —  or  was  it 
“Faith  of  our  Mothers”?  (They  an¬ 
nounced  that  Mother’s  Day  would  be 
celebrated  the  follovring  Sunday  in 
that  particular  church.)  Lila 
translated  for  me.  1  was  glad  1  got  to 
take  part  in  their  Lord’s  Supper  ser¬ 
vice.  The  congregation  went  forward, 
about  15  at  the  time,  to  form  a  semi¬ 
circle  at  the  front,  to  receive  the  bread 
and  wine.  One  of  the  deacons  serving 
was  a  woman.  On  the  archway  above 
the  baptistry  the  words  sto^  out: 
“Dios  Es  Amor." 

A  bare-lopped  rocky  mountain,  call¬ 
ed  Montgo.  dominates  the  skyline  of 
Denia  One  local  resident  said  it  is  the 
third  highest  mountain  in  the  world 
that  near  the  sea.  On  its  lower  slopes 
is  the  Spanish  Baptist  camp¬ 
ground,  which  I’d  often  studied  in  my 
G.A  magazines  .And  quite  near  the 
camp  is  a  missionary  home  owned  by 
the  FMB,  SBC.  Karen  and  Reggie 
Quimby  from  Alabama  live  there  now 
with  their  three  sons,  Michael  and 
Matthew  (twins)  and  Jason,  and  a 
friendly  boxer  named  Rocky. 

The  house  is  in  a  fantastically 
beautiful  setting,  the  mountain  on  one 
side,  the  sea  on  the  other.  P'rom  its 
wide  porch  I  could  look  over  an  or¬ 
chard  of  almond  trees  to  an  array  of 
bright  flowers  scattered  on  walls  and 
yards  of  white  stucco  houses  topped 
with  red  tile  roofs. 

.After  church.  Joe  and  Lila  and  I 
took  a  walk  along  the  beach,  on  a 
mosaic  tile  paseo  curving  between  the 
sand  and  the  palm-fringed  street 
About  2  o’clock,  we  ate  lunch  with  the 
Quimb>-s.  (Another  week  I’ll  share 
Karen’s  recipe  for  zucchini  bread.) 
Following  a  feast.  Spanish  siesta  time 
sounds  good. 
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Calhoun  plans 
pulpit  exchanges, 
missions  fair 

Calhoun  Baptist  Association  was 
organized  on  Oct.  30,  1875,  with  13 
churches  from  the  Zion  Association. 
Today,  the  association  have  50  chur¬ 
ches  with  a  total  membership  of  8,799. 
On  May  24  the  churches  will  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  several  activities  to  bring  about 
a  better  knowledge  of  our  missions 
program. 

During  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  participating  churches  there 
will  be  a  pulpit  exchange  where  the 
pastor  of  one  church  will  go  to  another 
.to  speak  on  associational  missions 
and  a  pastor  from  another  church>vill 
come  to  his  to  do  the  same.  Opportuni¬ 
ty  will  be  given  to  give  a  special  of¬ 
fering  for  associational  missions. 

Following  the  morning  worship 
from  2-4  p.m.  at  the  associational  of¬ 
fice  a  MISSIONS  FAIR  will  be  held. 
Booths  will  be  set  up  for  foreign, 
home,  state,  and  associational  mis¬ 
sions.  Representatives  from  each  of 
these  will  be  visiting.  Refreshments, 
handouts,  and  balloons  for  the  kids 
will  be  available. 


iwo  states  cosponsor 
MasterLife  Workshop 


Mississippi  and  Louisiana  will  MasterLife  or  the  MasterBuilder 
cosponsor  a  MasterLife/Master-  workshops  are  to  be  mailed  to  Frank 
Builder  Workshop  at  Gulfshore  Bap-  Simmons,  manager,  Gulfshore.Bap- 
■|||pm|||||||||B  tist  Assembly  the  tist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 
^  week  of  Oct.  26-30.  39571.  The  cost  for  room  and  meals  at 

The  MasterLife  Gulfshore  for  the  week,  double  oc- 
Workshop  will  be  cupancy  will  be  $125.  Meals  for  cqqi- 
BF  .  B  co-led  by  Rick  Mit-  muters  ( lunch  &  supper  only )  will  be 
chell  of  Bush,  La.  $50. 

Free^or\^*^*^lPa^  program  begins  with  the  even- 

riark  r’prPnHv  Monday  and  concludes 

^  recently  Friday. 

MS'  served  as  minister 

Clark  of  education  at  Promotional  materials  note  that 
First  Church.  Mendenhall  before  MasterLife  discipleship  training  is  a 
moving  to  Pennsylvania.  sequential,  developmental  group 

The  MasterBuilder  section  of  the  discipling  process  that  enables  one  to 
workshop  will  be  led  by  Joe  Chandler  niake  Christ  master  and  to  master  the 
of  Knoxville,  Tenn.  A  prerequisite  for  Christian  life  through  practicing  the 
registering  for  a  MasterBuilder  basic  disciplines  of  a  biding  in  Christ, 
workshop  is  to  have  participated  in  a  living  in  the  Word,  praying  in  faith, 
MasterLife  Workshop  or  a  MasterLife  living  in  fellowship  with  believers, 
group. 

A  registration  fee  of  $82.50  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  MasterLife  section  of 

the  workshop.  This  covers  all  leader-  direction  of  mature,  i 
ship  materials.  A  registrant's  spouse  disciples.  Workshop  graduates 
may  attend  for  a  $10  reduction.  The  eligible  to  purchase  materials  and/or 

registration  fee  for  the  MasterBuilder  ; . 

workshop  is  $50.  If  two  or  more  per-  church  or  association.  Questions 
sons  from  the  same  church  are 
registered  in  the  MasterLife 
workshop  scheduled  parallel  to  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss'^ 
MasterBuilder  workshop  this  fee  is  39205 
refunded.  Registration  fees  for  the  Department 


From  left:  DaVona  Ladner,  Craig  Shaw,  Jason  Turner,  Alice  Thompson,  Tonya  West 
Gary  Rivers,  Jason  Gentry,  Bruce  Lee.  Michelle  Kemp,  Leanne  Marbury. 


Shaw  and  Ladner 


Craig  bhaw  of  Bluff  Springs  Church,  8th  grade.  DeVona  has  participated 
Choctaw  Association  and  DeVona  three  years  in  Children’s  Bible  Drills 
Ladner  of  Heidelberg  Church,  Jasper  and  four  years  in  Youth  Drills.  She  is 

witnessing  to  the  world,  and  minister-  ‘h' Sth  grade, 

ing  through  Christ’s  power  Other  participants  in  the  (inals  ot 

The  workshop  will  be  under  the  Church,  Jackson  This  event  is  con-  Selection  Tburnament  included: 
direction  of  mature,  practicing  ducted  each  year  by  the  Mississippi  Jason  Turner  of  Rocky  Creek  Church. 

are  Church  Training  Department.  George  Asswiation;  Jason  Gentry, 
ou  .  .  .  Craig  chose  to  represent  Mississippi  Hope  Church  Neshoba;  Gary  Wayne 

authorized  to  lead  a  group  in  their  at  the  Church  Training  Conference  at  McDowell  Road  Church, 

church  or  association.  Questions  con-  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Hinds-Madison;  Leanne  Marbury, 
cerning  the  workshop  may  be  ad-  Center  NC  July  18-25  DeVona  chose  Ghurch,  Walthall  Association; 

dressed  to  the  Church  Training  to  represent  Mississippi  at  the  Church  M'^helle  Kemp,  First.  Carthage,  in 

- - _j.  Training  Conference  at  Glorieta  Bap-  j^^l^^^soc'ation,  Alice  Thompson, 

or  the  Church  Training  tist  Conference  Center  in  New  Mexico,  “ope  Church.  Neshoba ;  Tonya  West. 

.  July  4-10.  The  expense  for  these  two  Salem  Heights  Church.  Jones 

young  people  to  attend  these  con-  Bruce  Lee,  Grace 

■  •11  ferences  will  be  provided  by  the  Ghurch,  Neshoba. 

S  LlXi  Mississippi  Church  IVaining  Depart-  All  of  these  young  people  are  invited 

ment  in  recognition  of  their  hard  to  attend  Church  Training  Conference 

1^  A  ^  Q  work.  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  June 

IIL/CO  Craig  has  participated  in  Youth  Bi-  25-27  as  guest  of  the  Mississippi 

ble  Drills  for  two  years.  He  is  in  the  Church  Training  Department, 
correct  response  from  the  student  and  n  •1111  •  t  •/» 

reinforce  it  immediately  LiOniereilCe  Will  llClp  identify 

jyie  Twelve  who  finished  the  L  *  .  1  1  1 

workshop  hold  membership  in  the  HSrrierS  tO  ClllirCll  21*OW^tll 
Pleasant  Green,  St.  Mark,  Hardy  d  u  .  n.  ■  r  ® 

Grove,  and  Northside  Baptist  Chur-  Robert  Dale,  professor  at  South-  ference.  but  registration  is  necessary 

ches.  One  has  already  been  assigend  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  by  contacting  the  sponsoring  office: 

to  work  with  a  non-reader.  will  be  the  featured  speaker  fora  con-  Church  Administration-Pastoral 

,3,.  ,  .  ,  ference  directed  at  Ministries  Department,  Box  530, 

The  16-hour  literacy  workshop  was  churches  which  are  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  phone  968-3800. 

spoored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  •  B  not  growing.  Julius  Thompson  is  director. 

Bi-Racial  Commission,  the  Mississip-  Dale,  author  of 

pi  Baptist  Seminary,  and  the  book,  “To 

Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  Dream  Again,”  will  yV  / 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  speak  at  the  June  1 

Board.  /*nnfArcknr*o  vv 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CAU.  COtXECT  615-875-0679 
HBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
S5 1 1  HIXSON  PK  E  •  CHATIANOOGA.  TN  374 1 5 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Be«  3es-c  —  Greenwood,  Mlee.  3S930 


25  -  OP  47  - 

Passeagar  bases 

BUS  Slimv  CO.  ING. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Pews  pulpits,  baptistries 
Van  Winkle  stained  glass  carpel 
steeples,  lighting 
Church  tolding  doors 

f  •  theater  seals 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W»  r«mod«l  A  paint 


JHI  the  Baptist  Build- 
**'-'^*'  Dale  ing  in  Jackson.  9 

a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  help 
identify  signs  of  plateauing  churches, 
to  identify  barriers  to  church  growth, 
discover  needs  and  place  of  transfor¬ 
mational  leadership,  and  develop  a 
are  planning  strategy. 

meeting.  For  There  is  no  charge  for  this  con- 
more  information  on  the  meeting  or 
to  register  call  Julia  Summerlin  of 
Fairview  Baptist  Church  in  Colum- 


ministers  from  across  the  state  will  Persons  who  minister  either  full- 
meet  on  May  26.  from  10  a  m. -3  p.m.  time  or  part-time  on  church  staff  in 
in  Jackson  in  the  Convention  Board  the  area  of  childhood  education 
building.  The  theme  for  the  meeting  welcome  to  attend  the 
will  be  “Childhood  Ministers  Suppor¬ 
ting  One  Another."  The  featured 
speaker  will  be  Ray  Evette  of  the 
Church  Administration  Department  bus.  at  328-2^4 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

May  17  Day  of  Prayer  for  Human  Life  (CAC  Emphasis) 

May  18-24  Associational  Emphasis  Week  (HMB  Emphasis) 

May  19  Associational  Officers  Interpretation  Meeting;  Alta  Woods  BC, 
Jackson;  9:30  a  m.-3  p.m.  (PD) 

May  22-23  Adult  Campcraft  Training;  Central  Hills  Retreat;  6  p.m.,  22nd-2 
p.m.,  23rd  (BRO) 

May  23  Small  Sunday  School  Regional  Pastor/Director  Cohference;  FBC, 
Lyman;  9  a.m.-2:30  p.m.  (SS) 


NEW  Uttrcrthln  Modem  Translation  Bible 

NIV  ULTRATHIN  BIBLE 

1200  pages  of  Scripture  and 
study  helps,  yet  only  W  thick. 

Includes  concordance,  pres¬ 
entation  page,  color  maps, 
and  rerrxirkably  large  type. 

Slender,  handy,  useful.  Bonded 
leather  Block,  Brown,  Burgundy. 

(Holmqn)  Each,  $32.95 


PLEASE  NOTE:  On  oM  c<Mh  mcrt  orden  odd  slolw  iotas  tax  If  osbC*- 

co^  ond  the  tollowtng  tof  doDvwv  and  hondUng-SISO  on 
Oden  for  $1600  Of  tan.  $260  on  orders  $1501-$50no.  $360  on 
orders  $5001-$100ro.  or  $4  50  on  orders  over  $10000 

Visit  us  today  or  order  from  your  Baptist  Book 
Store  or  Mall  Order  Center  v^re  sotistactton 
A  A  Is  guaranteed. 


Courtland  (Fanola):  May  15-17; 
youth  led  by  BSU  team  from  Ole 
Miss;  Scott  Kellum,  evangelist;  ser¬ 
vices,  Fri.  and  Sal.,  7:30  p.m.;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a  m.  and  6.45  p.m.;  covered 
dish  luncheon  following  the  Sunday 
morning  service;  Billy  J.  McDaniel, 
pastor 

Farkhill,  .lacksoii:  May  17-20. 
James  Allen,  pastor.  Robinson  Street. 
Jackson,  preaching;  Raymond  Ball, 
minister  of  music,  W'oodville  Heights. 
Jackson,  music;  Sunday  services.  11 
a  m.  and  7  p.m.;  7:30  nightly.  .Mon.- 
Wed. ;  James  C,  Edwards,  pastor. 

Cliff  Temple,  .\atchez:  May  17-21; 
Guy  Henderson.  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  Jackson, 
evangelist;  Ronnie  Cottjngham. 
Lucedale,  music  evangelist;  Sunday 
services,  11  a  m.  and  7  p.m..  .Mon.. 
Wed.,  and  Thurs.,  10  a  m.;  Mon- 
Thurs..  7:15  p.m.;  Charles  Heltman. 
interim  pastor 

,  4-'irst.  Potts  Camp:  .May  10-15;  ser¬ 
vices.  7:30  nightly:  Randy  Isabell. 


evangelist;  James  Lewis,  music;  G. 
Wiley  Gann,  pastor;  Troy  Defer, 
minister  of  music 
Karefmit  Springs  (Rankin):  .May 
17-22:  Sunday,  11  a  m.,  dinner  on  the 
grounds  followed  by  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice.  no  Sunday  night  service:  Mon.- 
Fri..  7:30  pm.;  Danny  Moss, 
evangelist:  Timmy  Aycoc-k.  music: 
Grant  McElveen,  pastor 


Emmanuel.  Jacksttn:  .May  17:  Sun¬ 
day  Sch(K)l,  9:45  a  m.,  morning  wor 
ship.  11  am;  lunch  served  in  family 
life  center 

Dotv  Springs  (.\ttala):  .May  17:  10 
a  m,,  dinner  on  the  grounds,  singing 
in  afternoon;  Joe  Hill,  pastor 
New  Pros|»eet.  (Tishomingo):  .May 
17;  after  morning  worship  service, 
dinner  will  be  served  ip  fellowship 
hall;  then  the  Celestials  from 
Tuscumbia.  .-\la.  will  be  guest 
singers.  .Michael  Duff,  pastor. 


The  SonShine  Youth  Choir  (pictured)  of  First  Church, 
Laurel,  recently  returned  home  from  a  Jackson  area  choir  tour 
where  they  were  in  concert  at  Morrison  Heights  Church.  Clin¬ 
ton,  Parkway  Church  youth  rally  and  worship  service,  and 
Rankin  County  Correction  Center  for  Women  The  youth  choir 


dlsb'presented ’t)  Magnify”  on  May  3  _ 

Larry  Kennedy  is  pastor.  Billy  Vaughan  is  minister  of  music. 
Jan  Goodwin  is  the  director  of  SonShine,  Sue  Walker, 
associate,  and  Chan  Geddie  is  assistant 


Marriage  Enrichment  Retreats 

tl/RPriT?  ^  Southern  Baptist  Marriage  Enrichment 

inllijrflSA  t.M  II I  program  based  on  the  biblical  concept  of 

^  covenant  applied  to  the  husband-wife  rela- 

liQrishtp  and  their  relationship  to  God 

Three  introductory  retreats,  supper  Friday  through  3  p.m  Saturday 

_ Aug  7-8  —  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata.  Louisville  (limit  25  couples) 

_ Aug  7-8  —  Best  Western  North.  Jackson  (limit  25  couples) 

_ Aug  28-29  —  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  —  limit  70  couples  (4  sections) 

The  cost  of  each  is  $7500  per  couple  Those  interested  will  send  a  $2500 
registration  fee  refundable  or  balance  dup  by  July  15  Check  your  preference 
above  and  send  with  check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
to  Family  Ministry.  P  O  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205 


Morrison  Chapel  Church,  Cleve- 

land,  honored  its  Missions  Friends,  GAs,  ^  ■ 

and  Acteens,  with  a  candlelight  service,  W  ^ 

March  22  The  tl»eme  was  "Light  the  T  ft 

The  program  was  coordinated  by  Mrs. 

Gwen  Nichols,  WMU  director  A  reception 
was  hosted  by  the  Baptist  Women  -  f 

Pictured  are  Mission  Friends,  (left)  from 

left  to  right,  Genger  Hays.  Page  Lowery.  tft  IRHHi 

Lydia  Smith.  Mandy  Lowery.  Josh  Goss,  ly  Otts,  and  Jennifer  Runnels.  Bottom  row, 
and  Sid  Naren  Stephanie  Horne.  Tracy  Langston,  Jina 

GAs,  left  to  right,  (top  left)  are  top  row  Alford,  and  Stephanie  Wesley 
Laura  Lee  Naren.  Robin  Livingston,  Kel-  Acteens,  (lop  right)  left  to  right,  are  top 


Name 


Address 


Church 


Asscxiation 


Telephone  =  Home 


Amount  enclosed  $ 


row,  Michele  Langston,  Page  Wesley. 
Menica  Hays,  and  Spring  Lowery  Bottom 
row,  Michelle  Lowery,  Kim  Arbuckle, 
Lynne  Horne,  and  Cindy  Gant. 


Pro  ;i^tntn6  ^robrr 


^ubio  j^prtiirre 


^erUtcc8 

Robert  Burris 
Stan  Dalton 
Owners 


Cherry  Park  Church,  Clinton  will  be 
holding  a  spring  arts  and  crafts  fair. 
Sat.,  May  23  from  8  a  m.  until  6  p.m. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Melonye  Dixon,  1701  Old  Vicksburg 
Rd.,  Clinton.  MS  39056.  or  call  924-4502 
or  366-5349 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  .Ark!  New 
air-conditioning,  in  ground  pool, 
$7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
ALL  for  $21  each!  Call  501/253-8418 
today ! 


Antioch  Church,  Columbus,  recently 
honored  two  of  its  staff  members  on  the 
occasion  of  their  anniversary  at  the 
church  Mrs  Rhonda  Carulhers  has  serv¬ 
ed  the  church  as  secretary  for  10  years, 
and  Mac  Pace  has  served  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth  for  nine  years  The 
church  held  a  reception  in  their  honor 
after  the  evening  service,  and  they  were 
given  a  gift  Jimmy  Harrington  is  pastor 

Pictured,  left  to  right.  ei*ef Pace,' 
Caruttiers.  and  Harrington.  - 

Elam  Church,  Yalobusha,  w  ill  have 
memorial  services  May  24.  The  mor¬ 
ning  message  will  be  brought  by 
Larry  McDaniel.  Lunch  at  ncxin  with 
singing  in  the  afternoon. 

Oakdale  Church.  Brandon,  will  pre¬ 
sent  Tim  Fritz  and  the  Southern 
Gospel  Quartiet.  May  16,  at  7  p.m. 


The  Senior  .Adults  ol  Calx  ary 
Church,  Lamar  Association  were 
honored  for  their  years  of  service. 
May  3  The  day  began  with  the  all 
Senior  Adult  choir  sinking  "The 
Longer  1  Serve  Him.”  Rorlnie  Jones, 
pastor,  brought  the  message,  “Older 
—  Not  Colder" 

During  recognition  time  lapel  pins 
and  memberships  to  the  National 
Senior  Adult  Association  were 
presented  to  all  members.  A  plaque 
was  given  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Clinton,  first 
president  of  Calvary’s  Senior  Adult 
Organization  Mrs.  Clinton  also  nam¬ 
ed  the  organization  "Live  Oaks." 

A  covered-dish  meal  was  prepared 
by  the  younger  members  A  creative 
display  by  the  librarian  and  posters 
made  by  the  youth  added  to  the 
occasion. 


Entertainment 

Complex 


CHCRCH  PEW  CCSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.t).  Box  186.  .Meridian. 
.Miss.  :t9:M)l.  Since  18‘)9.  Phone 
(6(11)  69:1-4451. 


A  great  addition  to  your  Great 
Passion  Play/Eureka  Springs  trips. 
Now  in  our  13th  conserutiw  season 
of  providing  great  fiimily  entettainmeni 
Stay  an  extra  day  to  see  historic 
Eureka  Springs  and  the  Pine  Mountain 
Jamboree.  Air-conditioned.  Comfort¬ 
able  cushioned  theater-style  seating. 
Plenty  of  bus  parking  and  special 
attention  for  groups.  For  reservations 
or  nnore  infotmatioa  write  or  crdl: 
Pine  Mountain  Jamboree,  RL  1, 

Box  283,  Eureka  Springs.  AR  ^632. 

(501)  253-9156 


MALATESTA  Fl’NERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Complete  funeral  and 
casket  —  $895.00.  Call  366-6.565. 


WANTED:  20  RDBE.S.  used. 
prefc‘rahly  light  color.  .Mso  nice 
B.\BY  GR.A.NI)  PI.ANt).  William 
Shaw.  Lakeview  Baptist  Church. 
911  F'ast  Third  St.,  Ix'land.  :{X7.56 
((tOI)  686-4.5tM). 
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Gulfshore  slots  are  still  available 

There  is  still  space  available  in  the  Music;  July  23-25,  Music  Leadership; 
Gulfshore  summer  conferences  listed  July  27-29,  I  Sunday  School  Leader- 
below  and  the  time  to  register  for  any  ship;  July  30-Aug.  1,  II  Sunday  School 
one  of  them.  Leadership; 

May  11-15, 1  Senior  Adult ;  May  15-17,  ,o-  mo  j  ou  i 

Single  Adult;  May  18-20,  II  Senior  ,  n  7 

Adult;  May  21.23,  III  Senior  Adult;  ^“‘*','1'"'’.; 

Mav  25.2S  I  Youth  Mav  29-June  2  II  Leadership;  August  IS-l?.  IX 

Siv  "  Youth;  August  18-22,  IV  Senior  Adult; 

June 25-27, Church Ti-aining Leader-  For  reservations  contact:  Frank 
ship;  June  29-July  3,  Family  Enrich-  Simmons,  manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
ment;  July  6-8,  Church  Administra-  Assembly,  Henderson  Point,  Pass 
tion-Pastoral  Ministries;  July  9-13,  I  Christian,  MS  39571;  phone:  (601) 
Youth  Music;  July  13-17,  li  Youth  452-7261. 


April  gifts 
in  state  up 
over  last  v< 


Mississippi  Baptists  sent  a  total  of 
$1,766,776  to  missions  and  education 
programs  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  in  the  month  of  April, 
according  to  an  announcement  by 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Missisippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

Mississippi  gifts  for  1987  total 
$6,233,127.  which  is  $110,444  more  than 
for  the  same  period  in  1986.  April  gifts 
are  up  $99,980  over  the  previous  April. 

The  pro  rata  amount  needed  to 
raise  the  full  $18,150,000  budget  as  of 
the  end  of  April  would  be  $6,050,000. 
This  means  that  gifts  are  $72,682  over 
that  amount. 


Golden  Gate  employs  Jackson 

MILL  VALLEY,  CALIF.  —  Danny  minister,  Rutland  is  a  graduate  of 
Rutland  has  been  named  Regional  Hinds  Junior  College  and  Mississip- 
Development  Officer  of  Golden  Gate  pi  College.  Most  recently  he  was  direc- 
Seminary.  tor  of  publications  for  Reformed 

Rutland  will  oversee  development  Theological  Seminary  in  Jackson.  He 
activities  from  offices  in  Jackson,  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Miss.,  including  annual  fund  and  Jackson. 

deferred  giving,  for  the  southern  and  Rutland  and  his  w'ife,  Melesia,  have 
southwest  portion  of  the  United  States,  one  child,  Mandy. 

An  ordained  Southern  Baptist 


man 


Student  Body  Association  officers  have  been  elected  for  the  1987-88  academic  year 
at  New  Orleans  Seminaj-y  They  are.  from  left.  Pamela  Miracle  Phillips,  of  Newark, 
Ohio,  president:  Timothy  Merritt  Leggett,  of  Macon.  Ga  .  vice  president;  and  Sarah 
Jane  Owen,  of  Columbus.  Miss.,  secretary 


of  First  Baptist-  in  Youth  Bible  Drills.  j  // 

was  the  winner  of  Mississippi  is  the  only  state  in  the 
iwarded  to  a  nine-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  whose 
year  participant  in  youth  in  grades  10, 11.  and  12  continue  / 

Children’s  and  to  participate  in  Youth  Bible  Drills. 

Youth  Bible  Drills  Big  Springs  Church.  Lincoln 

at  a  Scholarship  .Association,  has  recently  licensed  Kick  Ball  has  resigned  as  minister 
Selection  Tourna-  Jerry  Paxton  Smith  to  ttre  gospel  to  students  at  First  Church.  Jackson, 
ment  on  May  2.  ministry.  and  is  available  fof  interim  work  in 

Brett  will  be  He  will  be  available  for  speaking  the  area  of  students'or  education.  He 
graduating  from  engagements  and  supply  preaching,  can  be  reached  at  610  Red  Oak, 
Winston  Academy.  Contact  by  mail.  Rt.  8.  Box  198,  Madison,  Miss.  39110,  phone  856-9989. 
Louisville,  in  May.  Brookhaven,  MS.  39601.  or  call 

ifatrS  .wen.  son  ol  .e  Pa.  ^ak  Hill,  BoOneville, 

„  Nowells  of  Soso  formerly  of  Tunica.  tO  CClCDratC  lOOtil 
t  Mr.  an  Mrs.  rar-  vvas  recently  selected  by  Mississippi 

5  ou  ij  •  College  to  receive  an  exchange  _  ,  „  r. 

lated  in  Chddrens  scholarshipforstudy  at  the  Johannes  Oak  Hi  1  Church,  Rt.  2.  Booneville. 
ee  years  and  Youth  Gutenberg  University  in  Mainz,  West  ^  celebrating  its  100th  year  as  an 
:  years.  On  April  25  Germany.  He  will  study  German,  organiz^  church.  May  31.  The  ser- 
-year  trophy  and  a  psychology,  and  philosophy.  ^t  10  a.m.  with  former 


Attala  Bible  Drills  held 


in  Kosciusko 


The  annual  Attala  Baptist  Associa-  dra  Rutledge.  Steven  Rutledge.  Mol-  six-second  drill  and  qualified  to  go  to 
tional  Bible  Drills  were  held  at  First  ly  Simpson.  Christy  Sullivan.  Lisa  the  Selection  Tbumament  in  Jackson. 
Church.  Kosciusko,  on  April  16.  Two  Vanderford.  Tony  Vanderford, 
churches  had  participants  in  these  Elizabeth  Weaver.  Shannon  West,  and 
drills.  These  were  First  Church.  Susan  West.  Their  leaders  were  Mrs. 

Kosciusko,  and  McAdams  Church.  Billy  Atwood.  Mrs.  Rob  Burnham.  Mr. 

Conducting  the  associational  drills  and  Mrs.  Kenny  Dungan.  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
were  Mrs.  Stacy.  Chandler  and  Mrs  Ronnie  Sullivan,  and  Mrs.  Pat  Vander- 
Warren  Ferguson.  Associational  Bible  ford.  Stan  Hulsey  and  Christy  Sullivan 
Drill  leaders.  All  associational  par-  were  presented  a  trophy  for  six  years 
ticipants  were  eligible  for  the  State  Bi-  participation  in  youth  drill  and  a  pla- 
ble  Drills  held  at  Starkville  and  Meri-  qu«  for  nine  years  of  Bible  drill  par- 
dian.  The  State  Drills  are  sponsored  ticipation.  Amy  Atwood,  Angela 
by  the  Church  Training  Department  Price.  Cassandra  Rutledge,  and 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Elizabeth  Weaver,  participated  in  the 
Board. 

The  children  of  First  Church.'who  ^  1 

participated  were:  Brooke  Atwoock 

Carrie  Bryant.  Melanie  Burnham.  US  I 

Amy  Crowe.  John  Dorrill,  Brandi  (Continued  from  page  5) 

Hanson.  Shonna  Harvey,  Chip  Simmons. 

Hawkins.  Trey  Lewis.  Jay  Price,  John  During  the  full  board  meeting 
David  Shaw.  Rich  Simpson,  Amanda  trustees  voted  to  add  a  sentence  thal 
Weaver,  and  Kimberly  Wiggers.  Their  the  board  “expresses  its  concern  with 
leaders  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Price.  Dr.  Simmons’  position  and  requests 

Mrs.  David  Hulsey,  Mrs.  Don  Weaver  the  president  to  encourage  him  tc 

and  Mrs.  George  Dorrill.  moderate  his  public  involvement  ir 

Youths  participating  from  First  this  issue" 

Church  were:  Amy  Atwood.  Misty  In  the  closing  miscellaneous 
Branning,  Julie  Burnham,  Renee  Dor  business  session,  trustees  alsc 
rill.  Stan  Hulsey,  Angela  Owen,  debated  at  length  a  motion  from  the 
Jonathan  Powers.  Amanda  Price,  floor  expressing  disapproval  of  receni 

Angela  Price,  Cam  Proctor,  Cassan-  comments  by  church  history  pro^ 


|C«ceK4 


Representing  the  children  from 
McAdams  Church  were:  Amy 
Ibllison,  Jonathan  Bishop.  Julie  Mon¬ 
tague.  and  Anna  McCoy.  Their  leaders 
were  Mrs.  Jo  (Godfrey  and  Mrs.  Shaw- 
neen  Hogg. 

Representing  the  youth  from 
McA^ms  were  Susan  McNeal  who 
has  received  superior  rating  for  five 
years  at  the  State  Drill.  Her  leaders 
were  Mrs.  Vivian  Hester  and  Mrs. 
Denise  McNeal. 


C'OMTOMt 


kii  To^ 


LlilTtitif 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Cleveland  Warner  Amax  Cable  Ch  10  For  information  contact 

Greenville  McCaw  Cable  Ch  15 

HoHandale  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Jackson  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  11 

Hattiesburg  U.A.  enable  Ch  6 

Laurel  Laurel  Commurtity  Cable  Ch  20 


Farrell  Blankenahip 
Miss.  Bapt.  Conv.  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson.  MS  39205 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

The  church  facing  problems  can  pray,  seek  Spirit’s  power 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 
Acts  4;  1-3,  29-31;  6:1-3,  7 
A  certain  man  who  had  been  lame  from  his 
mother’s  womb  (3:2)  has  been  healed  by  Peter 
and  John  .  .  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the 
Nazarene ...”  (3:6).  He 
entered  the  temple  with 
Peter  ant$  John  and  caused 
quite  a  stir  because  all  the 
people  present  in  the  temple 
saw  him  walking  and  prais¬ 
ing  G(xi  (3:9).  The  people 
were  full  of  amazement 
(3:11),  and  they  gathered 
around  Peter,  John,  and  the 
Barber  previously  lame  beggar. 
Peter  recognized  this  gathering  of  people  as 
another  opportunity  to  be  a  witness  for  Jesus 
Christ.  He  seized  the  opportunity  and  began  to 
speak  to  the  people  concerning  “.  .  .  the  prince 
of  life,  the  one  whom  God  raised  from  the 
dead  .  .  .”  (3:15). 

“And  as  they  were  speaking  to  the  people,  the 
priests  and  the  captain  of  the  temple  guard,  and 
the  Sadducees,  came  upon  them,  being  great¬ 
ly  disturbed  because  they  were  teaching  the 
people  and  proclaiming  in  Jesus  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  from  the  dead.  And  they  laid  hands  on 
them,  and  put  them  in  jail  until  the  next  day" 
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(4:1-3). 

It  was  the  Sadducees  who  had  the  most  to  lose 
as  a  result  of  what  was  taking  place.  They  were 
in  possession  of  the  office  of  high  priest  at  this 
time  and  were  answerable  to  the  Romans  con¬ 
cerning  any  disturbances  which  might  affect 
the  peace.  Large  gatherings  of  people  were 
undesirable  to  the  Sadducees  because  they 
were  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  troublesome 
situations  before  anything  had  an  opportunity 
to  develop.  In  addition  to  this  they  were  already 
greatly  disturbed  by  the  rapidly  growing 
number  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus.  All  of  this  was 
made  worse  by  the  fact  that  the  disciples  pro¬ 
claimed  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  a  teaching 
which  was  disbelieved  by  the  Sadducees  ( Luke 
20:2)  and  strongly  held  by  the  Pharisees.  The 
status  quo  was  being  threatened  and  the  Sad¬ 
ducees  became  very  uncomfortable. 

A  principle  which  needs  to  be  seen  and 
understood  by  the  Christian  community  is  quite 
evident  in  the  experience  of  Peter  and  John  on 
this  occasion.  The  principle  is  that  external 
pressures  and  problems  are  not  uncommon  in 
the  lives  of  individuals  and  churches  who  in¬ 
volve  themselves  in  the  task  of  the  church 


which  is  given  in  Matthew  28: 18-20  and  Acts  1:8. 
There  will  always  be  those  with  conflicting  self- 
interest  who  will  seek  to  oppose  Christ  and  his 
Church. 

Another  principle  also  needs  to  be  seen  and 
understood  by  the  Christian  community.  That 
principle,  as  stated  by  Jesus  himself,  is  that, 
“In  the  world  you  have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the  world”  (John 
16:33).  The  resurrection  had  given  new 
significance  to  those  words  of  Jesus,  and  Peter 
and  John  were  convinced  of  their  truth.  So  con¬ 
vinced  were  they  that  nothing  would  deter  them 
from  being  his  witnesses. 

They  believed  and  prayed,  “And  now.  Lord, 
take  note  of  their  threats,  and  grant  thy  bond- 
servants  may  speak  thy  word  with  all  con¬ 
fidence,  while  thou  dost  extend  thy  hand  to  heal, 
and  signs  and  wonders  take  place  through  the 
name  of  thy  holy  servant  Jesus"  (4:29,  30). 
Their  praying  and  confidence  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  brought  about  marvelous 
results.  Even  in  the  face  of  threats  from  power¬ 
ful  forces,  they  spoke  the  word  of  God  with 
boldness.  “Boldness”  means  that  they  possess¬ 
ed  a  freedom  to  speak  the  word  of  God  without 
fear  of  the  consequences. 

A  short  time  after  these  things,  while  the 
disciples  were  continuing  to  increase  in  number 


(6:1),  a  problem  arose  within  the  Christian 
community  which  had  the  potential  of  distract¬ 
ing  the  disciples  from  the  priority  matter  of 
spreading  the  word  of  God  (6:7).  However, 
through  (1)  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (6:7), 
(2)  the  leadership  of  the  twelve  (6:2),  and  (3i 
the  cooperation  of  the  congregation  (6:2-5),  the 
potential  problem  became  a  matter  of  growth 
and  development  in  the  community  of  faith 
“Seven  men  of  good  reputation,  full  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  wisdom  .  .  (6:3)  were  selected  from 

the  congregation  to  accept  the  challenge  and 
to  take  charge  of  the  problem/task.  Because  the 
congregation  was  willing  to  support  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  important  ministry  to  the 
widows,  the  apostles  were  released  from  those 
responsibilities  in  order  that  they  might  devote 
themselves  to  prayer  and  to  the  ministry  of  the 
word  (6:4). 

The  church  learned  early  that  both  external 
and  internal  problems  were  nothing  more  than 
a  challenge  when  prayer  and  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  situa¬ 
tion.  The  resurrection  power  of  God  which  had 
turned  apparent  defeat  into  a  resounding  vic¬ 
tory  was  still  a  very  present  source  of  strength 
and  encouragement  to  the  excited  Christian 
community. 

.Nathan  Barber  is  pastor.  First.  Bay  St.  Louis. 


A  plea  for  genuine  repentance  is  still  being  made 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey 
Hosea  5:13  to  6:10 

In  our  lesson  this  week  we  understand  that 
God  is  reaching  out  to  people  with  his  message 
of  redemption.  We  would  say  to  people  today, 
whether  in  our  Sunday 
School  class,  or  in  the 
market  place,  or  where  we 
shop,  that  God  is  still 
reaching  out  to  people.  We 
want  to  evangelize ;  we  want 
to  “missionize”;  we  want  to 
share  our  God  with  others. 
God  is  offering  his  love  and 
k  restoring  ministries  to  all 

who  will  come  to  him  and 
accept  these  gifts  of  ministry  to  them.  God 
pleads  with  people  to  turn  to  him  in  genuine 
repentance.  Perhaps  this  is  best  described  for 
us  in  our  lesson  today.  Hosea  6:6  states,  “I 
desired  mercy  and  not  sacrifice;  and  the 
knowledge  of  God  more  than  burnt  offerings.” 
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Can  we  understand  that  we  are  to  involve 
ourselves  in  genuine  repentance,  that  is,  the 
turning  of  our  lives  around  and  moving  unto 
God  as  opposed  to  moving  apart  from  God?  dlan 
we  understand  that  genuine  repentance  is  that 
deep,  sorrowful,  remorseful  feeling  that  we 
have  offended  God  and  rebelled  against  him? 
We  understand  that  God  desires  our  repentance 
more  than  just  an  offering  to  work  or  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  just  doing.  He  wants  the  real  self  turned 
unto  him. 

God  said  that  he  would  go  until  Israel 
acknowledged  their  sin  and  sought  him.  God 
would  take  leave  of  his  people.  God  would  not 
be  found  by  his  own.  It  is  an  awesome  thing 
when  God  takes  leave  of  his  people  or  he  can¬ 
not  be  found  by  them.  He  is  waiting  for  men  to 
repent.  The  people  were  not  willing  to  follow  the 
Lord.  and.  of  course,  God  anguished  and  was 


sorrowful  over  Israel’s  disobedience.  God  sent 
his  prophets  to  share  his  message  to  leave 
Israel  to  him.  As  Israel  ultimately  returned. 
God  was  desirous  of  mercy  and  knowledge  of 
him  as  opposed  to  ritualistic  observances. 
Israel  was  guilty  of  disobedience.  Sometimes 
we  are  guilty  of  disobedience.  People  in  homes 
and  families  are  guilty  of  disobedience,  but  God 
is  there  with  a  prophetic  message  of  love  and 
mercy  and  repentance,  waiting  to  receive  us 
back  to  himself. 

His  plea  for  genuine  repentance  means  if  you 
desire  to  turn  from  whatever  you  are  pursuing 
and  turn  to  him  with  all  of  your  feeling,  all  of 
your  emotion,  and  all  you  are,  God  forgives 
This  is  the  lesson  today  which  adults,  who 
perhaps  are  unconcern^,  might  learn.  They 
might  see  the  wrongness  of  their  actions  and 
be  challenged  to  turn  to  God  and  consider  his 
standards  for  repentance. 

People  today  see  little  connection  between 


religious  rituals  and  righteous  living.  Some  can 
be  challenged  through  this  lesson  to  consider 
God’s  demand  of  genuine  repentance  and 
righteous  living  in  this  world. 

People  who  need  to  repent  of  their  sins  and 
turn  to  God  can  find  instruction  and  inspiration 
from  the  lesson  today.  As  we  share  what 
genuine  repentance  is,  there  might  be  one  who 
would  say.  “If  I  repent.  God  will  save  me.  If  I 
offer  myself  in  service  he  will  use  me.  If  I  come 
back  to  him  from  my  waywardness  he  will 
torgive  me  and  restore  me.  " 

Reaching  out  to  people,  evangelizing  people, 
not  only  in  the  class  but  outside  tbe  four  walls 
of  the  church  building,  helps  us  to  build  the 
Kingdom  of  G(xl  and  helps  people  to  see  the 
need  lor  repenting  and  turning  unto  him.  The 
plea  for  genuine  repentance  is  still  being  made 
by  the  God  of  Heaven.  Turn  to  him.  Receive  his 
lorgiveness.  Know  his  love.  Share  his  work 
Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor,  F'irst.  Hazlehurst. 


Strengthened  through  his  experiences 


Job’s  faith  is 

By  Charles  Wesley 
Job  38:1-7;  42:1-7,  10-I2a 
Will  the  Lord  ever  respond?  Has  God  left  Job 
all  alone  in  his  suffering?  Why  does  God  not 
speak  and  declare  Job’s  innocence?  These  are 
important  questions.  We 
have  been  left  wondering  if 
God  has  abandoned  Job  to 
struggle  by  himself.  Yet  all 
of  this  still  seems  so  remote. 
After  all,  Job  lived  centuries 
ago.  But  what  about  the 
following  questions?  Where 
was  God  when  my  daughter 
was  killed  in  a  car  accident? 
Where  is  God  when  I  am  • 
hurting  from  the  tumor  on  my  colon?  Where  is 
God  while  I  am  trying  to  make  ends  meet  with 
no  employment?  God,  where  are  You?  Ques¬ 
tions  such  as  those  and  many  more  are  asked 
by  suffering  people  everywhere.  Maybe  Job 
doesn’t  seem  so  remote  after  all. 

We  can  be  thankful  that  the  book  of  Job  does 
not  end  in  a  cliff  hanger.  As  the  song  says,  “He 
was  there  all  the  time.”  God  speaks  and 
responds  to  the  needs  of  Job.  However,  God 
spoke  to  the  real  needs  of  Job.  We  must 
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recognize  the  truth  that  what  we  consider  as 
needs  may  not  be  real  needs  at  all  in  God’s  eyes. 

God  spoke  to  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind.  Job^ 
prayer  for  God  to  speak  was  finally  being 
answered.  We  need  to  see  at  this  point  that  as 
men  we  do  not  demand  of  God  to  speak  or 
manipulate  God  to  speak.  Although,  God  will 
always  speak  and  act  in  ways  true  to  his 
character,  he  will  speak  and  act  on  his  time 
schedule,  not  ours.  Clod  responded  to  Job  at  the 
most  appropriate  time.  If  God  had  responded 
to  Job’s  pleas  earlier.  Job  would  not  have  had 
adequate  time  to  ponder  all  of  the  aspects  of 
his  theology  that  need^  changing. 

When  God  spoke  to  Job,  it  was  more  a  con¬ 
frontation  than  an  answer  td  Job’s  pleas  to 
establish  his  innocence.  God  challenged  Job 
with  probing  questions  that  was  designed  to 
show  his  weakness  and  ignorance  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  strength  and  knowledge  of  God. 
Job  expected  answers.  Instead,  Job  received 
questions.  Very  pointedly,  God  asked  Job  who 
was  he  to  be  questioning  the  way  God  acts 


(38:2).  One  would  think  that  in  Job’s  suffering 
that  he  would  learn  a  lesson  about  humility.  But 
Job’s  arrogance  had  to  be  confronted  by  the 
penetrating  questions  of  G(xl.  Only  then  could 
Job  receive  a  proper  perspective  of  his 
weakness  when  compared  to  the  sovereignty  of 
G<xi  over  his  universe. 

Job  had  been  wanting  a  chance  to  plead  his 
innocence  before  God.  But  when  time  came  for 
Job  to  speak  all  Job  could  do  was  state  his  in¬ 
significance  (40:4,  NASB).  Like  his  friends.  Job 
had  plenty  to  say.  But  when  he  was  confronted 
by  God.  Job  could  only  be  silent.  After  even 
more  questions  issued  by  God,  Job  could  only 
give  a  short  response  to  God  which  was  a  con¬ 
fession  of  his  ignorance  of  God’s  ways.  Job  ad¬ 
mitted  that  God  could  do  whatever  he  pleases 
to  do  (42:1).  Job  realized  that  there  wasa  pur¬ 
pose  in  his  suffering  even  if  it  were  known  only 
to  God. 

Like  Job.  we  need  to  realize  that  God  is  work¬ 
ing  through  the  circumstances  of  our  lives  to 
carry  out  his  purposes  and  to  bring  about  our 
spiritual  growth.  That  is  why  we  must  commit 
our  circumstances,  good  and  bad,  to  God.  Paul 
made  this  point  clear  when  he  said,  “And  we 
know  that  God  causes  all  things  to  work 


together  for  good  to  those  who  love  God,  to  those 
who  are  called  according  to  his  purpose  ( Rom 
8:28.  NASB).  What  Job  needed  was  not  an 
answer  to  his  pleas  of  innocence,  but  a  clearer 
understanding  of  the  ability  of  God  to  work  out 
his  purpose  through  the  circumstances  of  life, 
even  when  that  circumstance  is  suffering 

Finally,  the  moment  we  have  been  waiting  for 
arrives.  The  testing  of  Job  is  over.  As  a  result 
Satan  was  discredited,  for  Job  never  cursed 
God.  Actually,  Job’s  faith  strengthened  through 
the  experience.  A  sign  of  Job’s  growth  and 
righteousness  is  seen  by  his  intercession  for  his 
friends  (42:10).  Then  God  restored  the  wealth 
of  Job  twofold.  Moreover.  Job's  respect  was 
restored  among  his  family  and  friends. 

Wait  a  minutel  Did  we  miss  something?  I 
don’t  remember  Job  ever  being  told  why  he  suf¬ 
fered.  Job  was  not  told  the  reason.  Job  never 
even  had  a  chance  to  read  the  first  two  chapters 
of  his  bic^raphy.  If  we  had  not  learned  anything 
else  from  this  book,  let  us  learn  that  because 
we  do  not  have  all  the  answers  to  our  questions 
about  life,  we  must  trust  our  lives  to  a  righteous 
and  sovereign  God. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor,  Morrison  Chapel. 
Cleveland. 


Wesley 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday.  May  14,  1987 


Mission  board  leaders 
cite  growth  in  Cuba 


By  Jim  Newton 

Romo  noted  the  Baptist  Convention  and  such  a  low  number  of  volunteer 
of  Western  Cuba  reported  256  bap-  and  bi-vocational  ministers, 
tisms  last  year.  Total  membership  in  Kammerdiener  said  he  was  also  im- 
the  102  churches  affiliated  with  the  pressed  with  the  way  the  laymen’s 
convention  was  reported  at  6,413.  Tbtal  Brotherhood  organization  supports 
membership  last  year  decreased  by  the  Baptist  home  for  the  elderly  and 
47  from  the  number  reported  in  1985,  the  way  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
when  there  were  105  churches  with  Union  supports  the  seminary. 

6.640  members.  The  home  for  the  elderly  has  14 

The  convention  excluded  three  residents,  including  several  retired 
churches  from  membership  last  year  Baptist  pastors,  Romo  said.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  support  from  the  Brotherhood, 
Romo  said,  the  government  provides 
for  the  needs  at  the  home  for  the 
elderly  and  plans  to  help  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  current  facility. 

When  the  two  Baptist  leaders  arriv¬ 
ed  in  Havana,  a  crowd  of  Baptists,  in- 
!  convention. 


Mobile  home  given  Central  Hills 

A  1983.  two  bedroom  mobite  hpme  was  given  to  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  by 
Terrell  and  Eloise  Wise  of  Jackson.  They  are  pictured  second  from  left  and  center 
At  left  is  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary  treasurer  of  the  MBCB,  at  right  is  Paul  Har¬ 
rell,  Brotherhood  Department  director,  and  to  his  right  is  Chester  Vaughn,  MBCB  pro¬ 
gram  director,  whose  wife,  Evelyn,  is  a  cousin  of  the  Wises.  The  mobile  home  is  58 
by  12  feet  and  will  be  used  to  house  volunteers  assisting  at  Central  Hills.  The  retreat 
is  seeking  a  volunteer  couple  with  professional  landscaping  abilities  who  could 
live  at  the  retreat  6-8  months.to  develop  a  master  landscape  design  and  then  super¬ 
vise  volunteers  in  implementation  (Phillip  Hartman  photo) 


sponsored  trip.  because  they  felt  the  churches  and 

^  u  j  .  r  .u  pastors  were  out  of  step  with 

Oscar  Romo,  director  of  he  convention  programs,  objectiv^,  and 
language  missions  division  or  the  relationships,  Romo  said. 

Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta  and  Romo  and  Kammerdiener 

Don  Kammerdiener,  vice  president  _ _ .  .  .  . 

r  .  .u  i:-  ..  said  they  were  sortiewhat  surprised 

for  the  Americas  at  the  Foreign  Mis-  * 

Sion  Board  in  Richmond,  Va  ,  said  .  - 

they  were  enthusiastic  bout  the  recep-  Cuba  are  more  conservative  than  the  eluding  leaders  of  the 

tion  and  response  they  received  in  c-  <•  n  4-  r»  >*eIcomed  them  at  the  airport. 

Cuba  There  are  6o  full-time  Baptist  During  the  four -day  visit,  Romo  and 

Romo  said  the  visit  of  Foreign  and  ®  r Kammerdiener  met  with  the  ex- 
Home  Mission  Board  representatives  ^^  Komo  said  Mwt  of  them  have  ecutive  committee  and  executive 
marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  ‘’^e"  trained  at 4he  Baptist  seminary  board  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of 

cooperative  relationship  between  the  *• _ _  .  j  .  ,  ''^®stern  Cuba  and  with  many  of  the 

two  boards  and  Baptists  in  Cuba  full-tinW  students  currently  pastors.  They  also  visited  several 

.  are  enrolled  in  the  seminary,  com-  churches,  the  seminary,  and  the  home 

Historically,  relationships  with  the  pared  to  three  full-time  students  five  for  the  elderly 
Bapti^Convention  of  Westerner  years  ago.  Romo  met  privately  with  Jose 

fh,!  Baptists  have  b^n  The  quality  of  educational  training  Filipe  Carneado,  minister  of  cultural 

u Miss'on  Board  Un-  and  the  professional  competence  of  affairs  for  the  Cuban  government  who 
td  1^.  the  Home  Mission  Board  sup-  the  65  Cuban  Baptist  pastors  stands  has  cooixlinated  relationships  with  the 
^rted  missionaries  in  Cuba,  and  it  very  high  in  comparison  to  that  of  churches  in  Cuba  for  i 

American  years.  “We  sat  down  and  drank  coffee 
IftTr  fhP  *  World  Alliance  countries.  Kammerdiener  said,  together  like  old  friends  and  talked 

h-v  A  mPrT  r  R  ‘  ‘mpreSsed  with  about  ways  we  could  improve  rela- 

innch  t  T' "■  ’’  be  of  mutual  benefit,’’  Romo 

^ined  relationships  w  ith  the  Eastern  Few  other  Spanish-American  coun-  said. 

u  a  Baptist  Convention.  tries  had  as  many  full-time  pastors,  Jim  .Newton  writes  for  the  HMB. 

Bakker  salary  called  exorbitant 

FORT  MILL.  S.C.  ( EP)  -  Jim  and  soft  in  the  head  to  support  something  Robert  Schuller  is  paid  $80,000  per 
Tammy  Bakker  were  paid  more  than  like  that.”  .  . 

$1.6  million  in  1986  by  the  PTL  Falwell  has  warned  television 
ministry.  Jerry  Falwell.  who  took  evangelists  to  “provide  full  financial 
over  PTL  in  March  when  former  disclosure”  or  they  will  “cease  to 
leader  Jim  Bakker  resigned  in  the  have  credibility”  with  followers 
midst  of  a  sex  scandal,  confirmed  the  PTL  President  Richard  Dortch,  r,. 
reported  salary  and  called  the  who  took  over  the  Bakker’s  television  olX  uic  when 
payments  exorbitant.  program  after  their  resignation,  was  i  i 

Since  1984  the  Bakkers  were  paid  paid  $350,000  in  1986,  and  has  been  CnUrCll  Vail  WFCCkS 
$4  8  million  in  salaries  and  bonuses,  paid  $270,000  so  far  in  1987.  He  has  OLATHE  Kan  (BP)  —  A  church 

To  groupou(inkto  a  Ka^sCUy 

TW  surveyed  salaries  of  top  amusement  park  ended  in  tragedy 

^ns^  Their  salaries  have  now  been  evangelists:  May  2  for  Prairie  Hills  Southern  Bap- 

r  ...  Falwell.  who  is  not  being  paid  for  tist  Church  here. 

Evangelist  Jimmy  Swa^art,  who  his  work  with  PTL.  receives  an  an-  Six  members  of  the  21-member 

group  died  when  the  van  in  which  they 

Roki,  f  1  ministry,  said  ministry,  with  no  added  benefits.  were  riding  collided  with  the  rear  of 

^kkers  salary  was  “ji^t  to  much  Criswell  makes  $48,000,  double  a  slow  moving  truck 
It  s  just  plain  out  ridiculous.  People  what  he  was  paid  in  1985.  Those  killed  in  the  accident  were 

are  going  to  say  Hey,  they  ve  been  Billy  Graham’s  annual  salary  is  James  Gilcrest,  29,  the  church’s  youth 
npping  off  the  public  and  to  be  honest  $74,500  with  no  perks.  director  William  P  (Billv)Sim.!  is 

with  you  that’s  exactly  what  was  be-  Christian  Broadcasting  Network  and  Kelii  A.  McDaniel  13  both’  of 
W  A  rri.;wpii  Ko**rtson  «  paid  $60,000.  Augusta  who  were  also ’members  of 

and  donates  It  to  his  ministry  Robert-  Prairie  Hills  church.  The  other  vic- 
27 .^memter  First  Baptist  Church  son  lives  on  his  book  royalties  and  tims  were  Rhonda  Kay  Lacamn  15 
of  Dallas  the  ^them  Baptist  Con-  speech  fees,  although  his  car  and  and  Bryan  L  Avers  12  both  of  Rose 
ve^n  s  largest  cy  egation  -  said  house  are  provided  by  CBN  Univer-  Hill ;  and  Jolene  ’  Ne’l^  12^ 
PTL  s  salaries:  I  think  people  are  sity,  where  he  is  chancellor.  Augusta. 


Intensive  care 

Drugs  are  just  as  deadly 
as  a  loaded  gun. 
Donh  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Np  for  wishful  thinking 

By  Joe  Stovall 

Chemical  dependency  indicates  need  noMie  wasted  because  of  alcohol 
more  than  the  existence  of  the  and  drugs.  However,  results  will  de- 
pressures  of  life.  Social,  pend  upon  the  availabiity  of  help  for 

psychological,  and  medical  problems  persons  who  cannot,  on  their  own  ac- 
may  interact.  Improving  conditions  cord,  break  loose  from  alcohol  and 
more  than  20  and  personal  problems  may  not  cure  drugs. 

the  person  who  is  chemically  depen-  Questions  and  comments  address- 
dent.  Chemical  dependency  becomes  ed  to  Intensive  Care  are  forwarded  to 
a  functional  problem  in  its  own  right.  Chaplain  Joe  Stovall  at  Mississippi 
and  it  requires  special  attention  for  Baptist  Medical  Center  and  are  handi- 
satisfactory  recovery.  Left  untreated,  ed  in  consultation  with  the  staff  of  the 
a  person  s  insatiable  desire  and  usage  Chemical  Dependency  Center.  Letters 
of  drugs  and  alcohol  may  continue  should  he  sent  to  Intensive  Care,  Bap- 
and,  in  many  instances,  grow  worse,  tist  Record,  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
As  the  need  for  drugs,  both  :{9205. 
psychologically  and  physically,  con¬ 
tinues,  the  person  rides  on  a  merry- 
year.  and  received  a  $50  Christmas  go-round  of  denial.  Other  people  join 
bonus  in  1986  —  as  did  all  workers  at  in  to  make  excuses,  allowances,  and 
his  Crystal  Cathedral  in  Garden  to  build  walls  of  isolation,  hoping  to 
Grove,  California.  hide  their  own  pain  and  embarrass- 

James  Robison’s  salary  is  $60,000.  ment.  The  rest  of  the  folks  may  say. 


xoujuj 

1-0.  Om 
0<UJU> 
I  CDH  X 
ir> 

00I50< 

Ot/H/IO'? 


